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PREFACE. 


In the year 1913, 1 put together a few particulars 
regarding the services rendered by the members 
of my family for the past seyeral generations for 
the development of Sericulture in the Mysore 
State and printed them in the form of a pamphlet. 
Later on, friends suggested to me that an enlarged 
edition of the same, with all correspondence in 
original, will be of great utility both to the 
public and the future generations for reference. 
In our family records there are ledgers of the 
purchase and sale of silk products and of the cul- 
tivation of Mulberry for the past 120 years conti- 
nuously and a collection of specimen coins, 260 
years old. Such a collection of reliable figures, 
letters and coins is very rare, and the public need 
not be deprived of the advantages which may 
accrue in the march of time from such sources 
of information and study. 

Further, the members of my family have, 
from the commencement of their immigration into 
Mysore from the Maharashtra Kingdom, lived on 
terms of great intimacy with their Hindu brethren 
of all communities and castes. They have also 
set an excellent example of unfaltering loyalty to 
the historic throne of Mysore and the British 
Government. These rich legacies will, I hope, 
serve as the guiding principles of life in the future 
to our sons, grandsons and great-grandsons. 

The progress of modern civilization is so rapid 
that it is becoming exceedingly difficult to preserve 
old records and a description of old traditions. 
In my humble opinion the one effective way of 
preserving them is their publication in a book 
form with all available details. 



My family owes a great debt of gratitude to 
the generous aid given to it by Srimanth Purnayya, 
the famous Minister of Mysore, under the three 
celebrated rulers, Nawab Hyder Ali Khan, Nawab 
Tippu Sultan, and H. H. the Maharaja Krishnaraja 
Wodeyar. Even to-day we preserve with great 
reverence the small Koran presented by Srimanth 
Purnayya to the family, the Koran used at one 
time by Nawab Tippu Sultan. As a token of the 
cordiality which has always prevailed between my 
ancestors and the representatives of European 
races, I may mention that Signor Gorio, the Italian 
Consul at Bombay, sent to my father at Chenna- 
patna a Koran. 

The particulars embodied in the following 
pages will show liow my ancestors, though they 
had not the benefit of English education, had im- 
bibed fully the highest virtues of the most modern 
races and how they were guided in all their actions 
by a high sense of duty to their Sovereign and 
Country. 

I have to pass the proof of this book rather 
in haste owing to my somew'hat indifferent health 
at present and the time taken by me to prepare 
myself to go to London to see the Empire Exhi- 
bition as desired by the Government of H. H. the 
Maharaja of Mysore. I shall be glad to rectify 
any mistakes which might have unconsciously 
crept into these pages in the next edition. 

Faya/ M. Abdul Quddus. 

Chennapatna, 

26 fh December 1928. 
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CHAPTER 1. 

Migration into Mysore. 

Lai Ahmed Sahib. The Must an Family may 
he traced from the 17tli Century a.d., from a 
line of Mussalman Warriors, wlio distinguished 
^.hemselves in 31ilitary Services. Lai Ahmed 
Sahib was an officer in tlie Rijapur Aimy in 
the 17th Century a.d. Whe)i the Emperor 
Aurangazeb captured Bijapur, the rule of Sccun- 
dar Adil Sha, Badsha of Bijapur, terminated, 
and Lai Ahmed Sahib came and settled at 
Slianoor near Hubli. He joined the Maharatta 
Army at I’oona when Balaji Viswanath, the 
ilbistrious Peslnva, came to power. J.al Ahmed 
Sahib later on resigned his post in the Aimy 
enlisting therein the name of Tajuddin Ahmed 
Sahib, his S(*n. Tajuddin Ahmed Sahib, by 
heroic acts, won the approbation of Balaji 
Yisw’anath an<l retired frcni the Aimy at his 
60th year in the year 1161 Hijira. 

Gulam Mohammad Sahib. Then Culam 
iMohamniad Sahib, his son, entereil the Poona 
Army in lieu of his father, tlulam Mohammad 
Sahib died in his 64tli year in 1200 Hijira 
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^1785 A. D.) after rendering all his life approvecf 
service in the Maharatta Army. 

Imamuddin Ahmed Sahib and Peer Moha- 
mmad Sahib.-His sons Imamuddin Ahmed Sahib 
and Peer Mohammad Sahib and his son-in-law 
Shaik Sultan Sahib, entered the Maharatta Army. 
At that time hostilities broke out between the 
British and the Maharattas. Misunderstandings 
also arose between the Peshwas and the family of 
Sivaji, the illustrious Founder of the Maharatta 
Confederacy. There was consequently a great 
deal of disturbance in the Civil and Military 
Administration. Therefore, the two brothers 
came to Shanoor. 

Destruction of Property. Peer .Mohammad 
Sahib and Shaik Sultan Sahib were taken pris- 
oners by Nawab Tippu Sultan in 1792 A.D., 
and sent to Seringapatanr. What enraged Tippu 
Sultan was, that Oulam Moharanrad Sahib, 
the father of the two brothers, being a Moham- 
madan, should have served the Peshwas. There- 
fore, 'Pippu Sultan ordered Gulam Mohammad 
Sahib's house to be destroyed. All the Medals 
and Khillats won by (lulam Moliammad Sahib 
and his ancestors in Bijapur and Poona amiies- 
were thus lost for ever. 



Htndu-Mohammadan Ainity.- -It is a matter 
of historical interest that all the above Mussal- 
mau soldiers served under the Hindu Flag, a 
fact which throws a flood of brilliant light cii 
the Hindu-Mohammadan amity of those times, 
(rood fellowship and common ambitions wem 
the normal features of Hindu-Mohammadan 
relationship in several parts of India. 'I’he 
cordiality which ])revailed in the 17th and 18th 
Centuries between the great foimilers of my 
family and the Hindu Community of the time 
has been transmitted from generation to gene- 
ration. and to-day under the icgis of the benign 
rule of Sir Sri Krishnarajendra Wadeyar Baha- 
dur, 6.C.S.I., Maharaja of Mysore, the present 
membera,of the family are flourishing in peaceful 
avocations and in trade as did their valiant 
ancestors in the armies in Poona and Bijapur. 

Marriage of Peer Mohammad Sahib. — In 
1798 A.o,, one day when Srinianth Pumiah. 
the Minister, prison. Peer Mohammat! 

Sahib and hfl^e^mlaw laid their grievances 
before him, and they were set at liberty. Shaik 
Sultan Sahib went hack to Shanoor and Peer 
Mohammad Sahib went to Tanjore and married 
the daughter of Chand Khan (tori (Musahib 
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tft , His Highness the Maharaja of Tanjore), 
wJ^) was one of his relatives. 

Contriftctor in the Army. After the fall of 
Seringapatam, the Mysore State came under 
the protection of the British Government, who 
restored the Hindu D}Tiasty to the throne of 
Mysore. His Highness the Maharaja Krishna- 
rajendra Wadeyar Baliadur came to power, 
and Srimanth Puvniah was made Naibius-Sul> 
tanath or Pnme Minister. Peer Mohammad 
Sahib petitioned Srimanth Puiniah requesting 
him to confer a post on him in the Mysore Mili- 
tary Service. He was ordered to wait on the 
Naibius-Sultanath at Mysore. So he left Tanjore 
on horse-back, and on his way he met Ayith^an 
accident and broke one of his forearm ^ 
took him one year to reach the capita^ A.xs 
he was unfit for Military Service he was made a 
f^ontnmtor in the Mysore army. After a period 
of four years Peer .Mohammad Sahib took to 
Srimanth Purniah t he money ad vamped to him 
by the State for carrying on the work and the 
profits derived therefrom. This incident shows 
that the system of State-aid to trade and com- 
merce existed in the old days of Hindu-Moham- 
madan Rule. The Naibius-Sultanath was very 
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much pleased witli Peer Moluunmad Sahih, 
and returned the whole amount to him. 

Shaik Sultan Sahib, d^haik Sultan SahiU 
came to Bangalore and Settled down there as 
a merchant. 



CHAPTER II. 

Introduction of Sericulture in Mysore. 

The Mulberry Plant.- While one day Nawab 
Tippu Sultan was holding a durbar at Seringa- 
patani, an ambassador from China p^sented 
him with a piece of Silk (.'loth. The stuff was 
<|uite new to Mysore, and it was highly appre- 
ciated by the Sultan. He at once resolved to 
introduce the manufacture of silk in the Kingdom 
of M3r3ore, and sent two deputations, one to 
Bengal and the other to China. Some idea 
may be formed of the conditions of locomotion 
in that period of Indian History by the fact that 
the deputation from Bengal returned in four 
years, while that from China in 12 years. The 
cuttings of Mulberry got from Bengal and 
China were sent to Dhungur in Malavalli Taluk 
and Kunigal in the 'rumkur District. These 
were the first beginnings of the Seri cultural 
industry in the State. Cocoons that were reared 
were sent to Seringapatam and reeled into silk 
and woven into clothes. The silk industry 
was thus as in Japan, also in Mysore, under 
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the direct patronage and the special protection 
-of the Rulers of Mysore. 

Th« Sultftni Kadi. - After the fall of Seringa- 
patana all the indigenous industries suffered 
for a time. During the reign of His Highness 
The Maharaja Krishnarajendra Wadeyar Baha- 
<lur theXH, Srimanth Pumiah endeavoured to 
revive Mulberry cultivation and requested Peer 
Mohammad Sahib, the Contractor, to take Mub 
l)etry cuttings from Dhiingur to (.'hennapatna 
'Faluk and grow Mulberry and rear Silkworms 
there as he had the pre- vision to judge, that the 
future prosperity of the State depended a great 
deal on this important Industiy. Peer Moham- 
mad Sahib plante<l the cuttings and 'after over- 
coming the initial obstacles succeeded in growing 
Mulberry, rearing silkworms and reeling silk. 
Even to-day a variety of Mulberry is known in 
the State as the Sultani Kadi to commemorate 
the original distribution of cuttings by Tippu 
Sultan. 

Extension of Mulberry Cultivation.-- Srimanth 
Purniah granted a piece of land to Peer Mohani- 
mad Sahib in. the village of Mogenahalli, five 
miles from Chennapatna, and even to-day thia- 
plbt is in our possession. 
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The silk reeled in the village for the first" 
time was only half a seer. Oradually the in- 
dustry was taken up by the ryots in the vicinity 
as a result of Peer Mohammad Sahib’s efforts 
and practical demonstrations. 

Settlement at Cheinnapatna. - Seeing that 
the effort of the Naibiiis -Sultan ath was fruitful 
and his owm endeavours were crowned wath 
success. Peer Mohammad Sahib shifted himself 
from the village to the old Makan at Chenna- 
patna at the request of Syed I ’^sman Shah Khadri, 
the then Makkandar of Syed Akil Shah Khadri 
Durga. Syed Akil Shah Khadri was the famous 
priest of Nawabs Hyder Ali and Tippu Sultan. 
After some time. Peer Mohammad Sahib built a 
house on a site given to him by Syed .Manjalay 
Shah Khadri, the successor of Syed Usman Shah 
Khadri. 

Organization of the Silk Trade. J^eer Moham- 
mad Sahib opened a shop in the Bazaar street 
to buy silk and dispose of the unsold goods of 
the contract daj-s. In those days each class, 
had its own profession and would not allow their 
classes to encroach upon its prerogatives. The 
class of people that were dealing in unsold articles; 
objected to Peer Mohammad Sahib opening 



9 


a shop, uuloss it Was •penuittcrf hy'-t-beir 'Heath 
man. Peer .Arohainiuarl Sahib apfd'tetl to the 
Naibius-Snltanath for lielp and that h^h- 
rity wrote to the tlten Amildar of (’hennapatnw,. 
Mr. Seshagiriah. in the in atter. I *eer ' Aiidiatnmad 
Sahib was not disturlied subsequently but lie 
met with secret opposition. The matter was 
amicably settled by Syed Manjalay Shah Khadri.. 

Trade Monopoly. I’he contract articles were 
soon disposed of aiul the shop was closed in 
1820 A.D. Thus we get an idea ot the 
restrictions which then existed against people 
entering into any trarle promiscuously. Eacli 
trade was the monopoly of particular classes 
or communities and any infringement thereof 
had to lie sanctioned by the village headman 
or higher authority^. But the dealings in silk 
continued, and from that day to tliis, silk has 
been and is the (hief trarle of our Finn. Peer 
Mohanunad Sahib lived in f'hennapatna from 
1820 till his death in I8.S9 a.i». At the time 
of his death the Silk Ledgers stood thus : - 

The Beginning of the Silk Trade. — ^The av- 
erage quantity of raw silk prepared during the 
whole lifetime of Peer Mohammad Sahib, ac- 
cording to the family ledgers, amounts onL' to- 



10 


one hnndred maiinds*, valued at about rupees 
twelve thousand. 

Currency. — In those da 3 ’s the eurrency was 
Hun equal to the present Rs. 3 — 8--0. One 
Hun was equal to 0 Falums. One Falum was 
equal to the present da^'^ 4 annas S pies. The 
actual pri(;e got in those days for 100 niaunds 
of silk was 3.003 Huns anil 1 Falums. 



CHAPTEK IIT. 

Firm of Mohammad Mustan Sahib and 
Mohammad Hyder Sahib. 

The Firm of. Mohammad Ibrahim Sahib and 
Mohammad Hussain Sahib. -Peer Mohammad 
Sahib had three sons, Mtdiammad Ibrahim Sahib 
and Mohammad Hussain Sahib by his first wife, 
and Raza Hussain Sahib by his second wife, 
whom he married after the demise of the first. 
The silk business was taken up by the first two 
who made it a firm and it continued in the 
name of Mohammad Ibrahim Sahib and Mo- 
hammad Hussain Sahib. 

Communal Traditions. Both Mohammad 
Ibrahim Sahib and Mohammad Hussain Sahib 
had no issue for several yearn after their marriage. 
Their father Peer Mohammad Sahib was very 
anxious on that account and the family resorted 
to the usual prayers and charities which are 
commonly adopted by the Community for 
getting the blessings of the Almighty. When- 
ever Peer Mohammad Sahib visited Bangalore, 
he used to have the honour of seeing the well- 
known priest of the time, Hazarath Towkal 
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Miistan fSlia Vali of the phu'e \\'h(jse Durga is. 
to this day well-known in the State. Peer 
Mohammad Sahib used to reveal his ardent 
desire and to request him to pray (lod on his 
behalf. Hazaruth 'J’owkal Mustan Sha Vali 
presented Peer Mohammad Saliib with the two 
fSilver Coins (called popularly llaja Ruppiah— 
‘King's Coin’) as a sacred token and requested 
him to keep them in the Firnr’s exchequer and 
prophesied the prosperity of the family and of 
the Firm. Kven to-day these silver coins are 
carefully preserved in the Finn's Cash Chest. 
Tn course of time Mohammad Hussain Sahib 
was blessed with a son Mohammad Mustan 
Sahib in the year 18 , 3 .? a.d. (1248 Hijira). 

The Khillat from a Hindu Sowcar. - The 

Firm was so famous on account of the honesty 
and straightforwardness of both the brothers 
that on the occasion of the birth of Mohammad 
Mustiwi tSahib, one of the great Hindu Sowcars 
of Hyderabad (Deccan) named Basappa of 
Koripad, sent all the way from Rajolly, his 
native place, to Chennapatna, gold bangles 
worth about Rs. 1,000 with suitable Khillats- 
in honour of the occasion. 
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Iron Factory at Hulgoor. -The youngest 
brother Haza Hussain Sahib, better known as 
Rajj\i ]\lian Sahib, managed an Iron Factory at 
Hulgoor, started in Malvalli Taluk, by Peer 
Mohatninad Sahib. A number of blacksmitlis 
worked under him. Extensive lands worth 
thousands of rupees were bought by him, and 
these are still a part of our family property. 

Order from the Palace.- -It may be a matter 
■of interest to note that on the 31st December 
181(). the Palace ordered iron articles from the 
above Firm through Manigar Subbiah. The 
■order bears the gracious signature of H. H. the 
then .Maharaja' and the Seal of the Palace. 

The Firm of Sowcars Mohammad Mustan 
Sahib and Mohammad Hyder Sahib. - Moliammad 
Ibrahim Sahib had no sons but Mohammad 
Hussain Sahib had three niore sons, Mohammad 
Hyder Sahib, Mohammad Khasim Sahib and 
Mohammad Alxlulla Sahib in addition to 
Mohammad Mustan Sahib. Sowcar Mohammad 
Mustan Sahib was the founder of the Firm as 
it exists to-day. The silk business came under 
the control and guidance of Sowcars Mohammad 
Mustan Sahib and Mohammad Hyder Sahib. 

Improvement in Silk Trade. During the 
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time of Mohammad Ibrahim Sahib and Moham- 
mad Hussain Sahib, the total quantity of silk 
purchased by the Firm was 25,000 maunds 
valued at 30 lakhs of rupees. The enormous 
development of Silk Trade in Chennapatna, 
from the one hundred maunds of their father’s 
days was due mainly to the efforts of our family 
between the years 1264 and 1278 (Hijira). 



a'HAlTKK rv. 

The Rare Merits of Sericulture. 

In the great famines of 184o--46. 18(j3-6(> 
and 1876-77, the j)e(*ple who suffered least 
were those engaged in the silk industry. It is 
the peculiar merit of this industry that it gives 
work and wages for four distinct classes of 
workers, viz., 

(1) ryots, wlio cultivate Mulberry ; 

(2) men and women, who rear silkworms ; 

(3) labourers, who reel the cocoons ; and 

(4) capitalists, who puixdiase silk and ex- 

port it abroad. 

I’he Mulberry plant is very hardy and does 
not require as much water as the main food 
crops, like paddy or garden crops. The plant 
will usually wither in the dry season and come 
up well after a few showers without being 
freshly planted. Therefore even when other 
crops fail. Mulberry will thrive fairly well and 
give occupation and wages to all the four classes 
of workers wlio are intimately inter-dependent ’ 
on one another. M’ithout the Mulberry plants, 
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silkworms eanuot be reared. When the sUk- 
Avomis spin cocoons they have to be reeled in 
■time. The reeled silk has to be purchased in 
retail or in bulk as it becomes available by the 
•capitalist. The whole process takes only 30 
to 40 days. There is no other food or industrial 
•crop Avhich will yield a return in money within 
the short space of 45 days and that continuously 
for about 7 or 8 months in the year, omitting 
the hottest and the coldest periods of about 
3 or 4 months a vear. 

Messrs. Sowcar Mohammad Mustan Sahib 
and Mohammad Hyder Sahib realizing fully 
the superiority of Sericulture from a purely 
economic point of view over all other crops, 
made a strenuous endeavour to send trained 
men Avith Mulberry (Uittings to places where 
the silk industry Avas not in existence. Thus 
the industry Avas introduced successfully in all 
surrounding places and even at Chickmagalur 
•in Kadur District, Avhere cuttings Avere sent to 
one j\Iashayak Murshid Feeran Sahib, a cele- 
brated Priest of the time, \A’ho Avas taking great 
interest in the economic development of the 
place. 



CHAPTER V. 

Banking* Facilities. 

System of Exchange. — In those days thercs 
Were no Railways and the roads were often 
frequented by dacoits. It was exceedingly 
dangerous to carry cash from one place to 
another, 'rherefore merchants from Northern 
India brought Musk and exchanged this for 
Silk at Chenna])aiua. 

The Bank of Damodardas Sait. Sulmeipicnt- 
ly the celebrated lluzur Sowcar of 'I'ippn Sultan, 
Mr. Damodardas Sait, ha<l a bank between 
1.780 and 1820 a.d. at Seringapadani. He was 
a Multi-raillioiiaiie and even the Palace got 
accommodation from hini at times. 'I liis 'Kiim 
was in active correspondence with Jiiy ancestors 
all along and Ihere are about 100 letteis written 
to ns by the Finn. 'I’he correspondence related 
to the ])nrchase of Silk and Mnsical Wires, for 
the manufacture of which (Jhcntiapatna was 
once famous. Damodardas Sait, the Banker, 
used to cash ilie Hundis brought by merchants 
from, abroad for the purchase of Silk. The 
Family of Damodardas Sait has now become 
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extinct and the charities and Foreign Scholar- 
ships founded in his name by the Mysore Durbar 
will commemorate his memory for all times to 
come. 

History of Musical Wires. — One of the 

ancient Hindu Sovereigns of Mysore evinced 
a great interest in the development of Music 
and held a competition among the manufac- 
turers of musical wires in the State. The 
artisans of Chennapatna won in the contest and 
were rewarded with a plot of land which was 
recently sold to our Firm by the artisans. Freni 
that time this industry took root at Cheima- 
patna. In the days of Nawabs Hyder Ali and 
Tippu Sultan, these artisans were lemoved to 
Seringapatam. Some time after the fall of 
Seringapatam, they were in straitened ciremn- 
stance.s and were brought back by my ancestors 
to Chennapatna and were given the necessary 
encouragement. The wires manufactured by 
them were purchased by our Firm and sent 
to various parts of India. 

Mangoomal Jessasing Sait.- Subsequently 
Hundis worth lakhs of ruiiecs from the Presi- 
dencies of Bombay, Bengal and Madras and the 
Nizam’s Dominions were ca8he<l by our Firm 
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in the Bank started at Bangalore about 80 
years ago, by Mr. Mangoomal Nuudaramdas 
Bait, which is flourishing even to-day in 
Bangalore City under the name of Mangoomal 
Jes^asiug Sait. The development of tratle in 
Silk was closely associated with facilities for 
the transport of money from various (“entres 
to Chennapatna, Tlierefore our Firm from the 
commencement did all in their power to provide 
and develop Banking facilities. 



CHAFrEE VI. 

Our Firm’s Aid to Sericulture. 

D’Veeche, the Italian Silk Expert.- Early in 
the year 1865 a.d.. Major B’Veeclie opened a 
Silk Filature at Kengevi in the Bangalore 
District to improve silk reeling and inti educe 
Italian seeds. He rectived frequent lielp frem 
our Finn and tlie menihei-s of our family. This 
is testified to by his letters extracted here below 
and they weie addressed to Sow car Moliainniad 
Mustan Sahilias ‘‘Silk Commissioner” in ('henna- 
patna. 

Close pet, 

i'.th Augud 1865. 

•'1 am arrived to-night in (.■^(;^cpet Avith the 
money you requir<ul. Please come at once and 
bring with you all tlie Silk yon have purchased 
for me." 


Battgalore, 
2ith August 1865. 

■‘Please buy for us 20 Maunds Silk, first 
epiality at Bazaar price and to be delivered in 
Bangalore on the 2nd of September 1865 and 
we will pay your Bill.” 
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The Tata Silk Farm. Mr. ,.I. N. Tata, the 
great patriot and the (.‘aptain of rndustiial 
Revival of Bombay in particular and of In<Ua 
in general, thought of opening a Silk Farm in 
the Mysore State and con.sulted that most 
remarkable Statesman Sir Iv. Seshadri Iyer, 
the then Dewan of Myson*, in the matter. At 
this instiin(e Mr. Bhabha, the then Inspector- 
General of Education, brought Mr. Tata to 
Sowcar Mohammad Mustan Sahib. Alter a 
long discussion with the Sowcar oji the various 
aspects of the Silk Industry in Mysore, Mr. 
Tata was satisfied with the importance of the 
Industry end the possibilities of its unlimited 
development and resolved to take practical 
a(dion on the infoimation peisoiu’lly gathered 
by liim. 'Die Tarsi Millionaire soon opened an 
Experimental SilkFarin in Basavangudi Exten- 
sion of Bangalore City and placed it under 
the direct t^harge of Mr. Odzu, the Japanese 
Silk Expert, who was brought to Bangalore 
all the \vay from Japan. To Mr. J. N. Tata 
and the foimdation he thus laid, belongs no 
small part of the credit for the present day 
revival of Sericulture in Mysore. It may be 
pardonable to state, that Mr. Tata showed a 
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more lively and mote sincere interest in the 
improvement of this valuable Industry than 
even the British Govenunent when they were 
in direct charge of the State or the Govenunent- 
of His Highness the Maharaja soon after the 
Rendition. Tliough the Tata Silk Fami did 
not prove a. financial su<-cess and though subse- 
quently it was transfeiTed to the Salvation 
Army by the descendants of Mr. J. N. Tata, 
there is no doubt that it has, for more than a 
quarter ol a century, served eminently to de- 
monstrate all tlie processes of Silk Manufacture 
from the cultivation of Mulberry plant right 
up to weaving superior silk fabrics, which even 
to-day find a sale among all classes, Indian and 
European. 

Investigations of Mr. i. N. Tata.- The follow- 
ing letters of Mr. J. X. Tata addiessed to 
Sowcar Moliammad Mu.stan Sahib will show 
what personal interest the illustrious Parsi 
Millionaire took in the flettiils of Sericulture. 

Victoria Buildings, 

Fort, BonAag, 1 Ith Odrdm 1896. 

“ I am in receipt of your letters of the 3(fth 
ultimo and 7th instant with the Parcel Receipt. 
The Parcel has arrived quite in time as our 



23 


Steamer leaves for Japan to-morrow. You have 
not stated the cost of the Cocoons, etc. This 
is very important and you will kindly give me 
all the details of the cost including everything 
to be forwarded to Japan. On hearing from 
you the cost, I shall also be able to remit yon 
the money. With many thanks.’’ 

Victoria Buildings, 

Fort, Bombay, \2th October 189S. 

■■ In continuation of my letter of yesterdayV 
date, 1 beg you to be so good as to give me the 
following information in aildition to the parti- 
(uilars of cost of the cocoons requested therein : — 

(1) Tile expense of reeling and the exact 
•quantity of the dried Cocoons sent by you 
‘{i.e., 10^ seers reduced from 40 seers). 

(2) Tlie outturn of Silk from the quantity 
after reeling. 

(3) The price realized from the sale of the 
•Silk produced as above. 

I am sorry to give you such trouble, but 
as 1 require all this information for my Agents 
in Japan, I am sure you will oblige me. Please 
.jilso let me know what amount T have to remit 
to you.” 
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Victoria Buildings, 

Fort, B&mbay, 2lst October 1895- 
1 am much obliged for your favour of the 
Kith aud 18th instant and your prompt replies 
to my enquiries. 

[ note from your remarks that the costs 
and proceeds ot the silk extracted from the 
cocoons is as follows : 

Rs. A. e. 

13 -13—0 Proceeds of 3^ seem of Silk from 
oueinaund of Cocoons @ lls. 4- 4-0 
per seei‘. 

hess Rs. 12-4-0 Cost of one mauud 
of Co(!oon.s. 

1-1 -3 Labour for Reeling 
3j seei-s of Silk 
As. 5 j)er seer. 

13-5 3 

0 — 7 ~9 Balance. 

If there is any mistake in the above calcu- 
lation will you kindly point it out ? 

As regards the Silk Waste, if you will send 
Bflie a sample, I shall be very glad to make 
enquiries if it can be sold here and let you know . 
the result. 
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1 have remitted you by Money (H'der the 
amount due to you for the Conoons. With 
many thanks and Salams." 


Victoria Buildinf/n, 

Fort. Bombay, 2nd November 1S95. 

“1 am in receipt of your two favours. date»l 
the 30th Octol)er. 

The Paveel of Silk Waste lias come to hand. 
I am making the necessary enquiries about 
the waste and will let yo\i know the result.*' 


Despatch of Cocoons to Bombay. On the 

IGtli- Oc.tober 1895 Mr. H. J. lUiabha wrote to 
Sowcar Mohammad Mustan Sahib, thus : - 
“I am glad you have sent the Cocoons to 
Mr. Tata, f hope they have reached him. and 
he has acknowledged receipt. If you have not 
written to him about the cost. 1 \vill send you 
the cost. Please let me know. Thanking you 
very much for all the trouble you hav*' so kindly 
taken.” 

Arrival of the Japanese Expert. The follow- 
ing letters from Mr. H. J. Bhabha to Sowcar 
Mohammad Mustan Sahib, dated 4th. 6th and 
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9tlj March 1898, refer to the arrival of Mr. 
Oilzu, the Japanese Silk Expert. 

A. 

“A Japanese gentleman who luiderstands 
something about Silk Culture has been sent by 
Mr. 'I’ata with me from Bombay. He w’ants 
to see the native niethtnls of rearing silkworms, 
also mulberry cultivation aiul the native method 
of reeling. 1 should feel much obliged if you 
could- arrange to show him these things at 
(Jhennapatna on Monday. I will send him with a 
letter to you by Sunday night’s train if you 
reply t.o tliis letter by return of post. As he 
does not know Hindustani, kindly arrange to 
get some one who talks English to explain 
everything to him. He will, in course of time, 
be useful to you in teaching the people of 
Chcnnapatna better methods and improving the 
value of the silk they produce. He will stay 
for a day in the Travellers’ Bungalow and pro- 
ceed to Bangalore on Tuesday morning by the 
train that comes at about 4 a.m,' ’ 

B. 

‘'The bearer is Mr. Odzu, the Japanese gentle- 
man. Please show him everything of the native 
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methods of Silk Culture. He leaves for Ban- 
galore at 4 P.M. on Monday.” 

C. 

‘‘Mr. Odzu has gone back to Cbeunapatua 
for three or four day^i to Icam more of the 
native methods. If he wants your help, I hope 
you will kindly give it, especially give him the 
help of some one who knows English." 

Help given to Mr. Odzu.—'J'he timely help 
given by our Firm to Mr. Odzu has been ac- 
knowledged by him in his letters reproduced 
below 

Lalbag, 

Bangalore, 2,1th May 1898. 

“As you know the first experiment of rear- 
ing silkwoims having been over, T am requested 
by Mr. Tata to entertain the second experiment 
with the Native species imder Japanese method. 
£ should esteem it a greater favour if you kindly 
get me some Cocoons for the breeding of the 
next experiment from Ohennapatna. I hope 
you will kindly write to your house there to 
select the best ones and put any expenses on 
this to my account which T shall pay yoii 
any time.” 
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Bmffulore, Uh June 1898. 

“ I have this day received a bag containing. 
257 Cocoons by the post for which prompt 
despatch, please accept my thanks. I hope 
you will kindly let me know what }'ou have 
paid for the Cocoons .so that I may pay to your 
Agent here. Again thanking you for your kind- 
ness. ” 


Bftnf/alore. Xth Jun-' 1898 . 

“ I am very glad to inform you that the 
butterflies have made their appearance from 
the Cocoons that you have kindly .sent me in 
last two day.i and some of them have, laid down 
their eggs satisfactorily. 1 hope the eggs will 
be hatched a week hence. 

r beg to state that T have had c.ouduc.ted 
the last experiment with a Closepet Breed and 
then Mulberry leaves and the result of which 
has been reported to Mr. Tata. My plan for 
the next experiment is to try the Chennapatna 
Breed and it is my object to (jompare the result 
with that of the previous one. 

. My present requisition is for the Mulberry 
leaves, which I would suggest your kindly arrang- 
ing with a supplier on the contract system. 
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A parcel of the leaves is to he delivered at the 
Railway (Station every evening in good time 
for its regular despatch to my address here 
as it has been arranged for the last experiment 
at CJosepet, 

The fluctuating (juantity of leaves, which 
bases upon the worm.-, turning out from aliout 
one-third of tlic Cocoons sent by you and the 
selection of the quality, 1 trust you will kirxlly 
ascertain by your long experience accortlingly. 
In the meantime, 1 shall wiitc to you when 
the supply should be commenced ; as for the 
beginning of the experiment T can get seme 
leaves from the new Plantation in the Lalbag. 
To give you an idea as to the probiiLlc»cc.st 
of the above details, I may say that the contiact 
was acceptetl at Hs. 15 by a su{)plier at Clcstpet 
for forty days’ leaf supply to the last experi- 
ment, which started with the worms from more 
than 500 Cor^oons. The above charge did not 
inteiul to cover the Railway expenses wLicli 
have had paid for. I shall thank you to con- 
sult with one of your gardeners in proporticnally 
with the former cost and favour me rviih an 
early reply to what one reasonably offers for 
the supply. 



30 


There is only a short while for the hatching 
of the eggs that are now with me. May I 
therefore solicit the favour of your kindly doing 
the needful. 

Thanking you in advance and apologizing for 
troubling you in the midst of your important 
business. ’’ 


Bmigalore, 13th June 1898. 

“Since I had the pleasure of addressing you 
last on the 8th instant, I am in receipt of your 
kind favours, dated the 8th and 11th instant. 

I am very sorry to know that in spite of 
your kind efforts on my behalf towards pro- 
curing a leaf supplier, yon were unable to give 
me a favourable acceptance. I’he leaf of this 
experiment, T shall arrange to get from the for- 
mer place as suggested by your goodness. 

Thanking you for your kindness and kind 
advice given on my future arrangement.” 

Bangalore, 12th Sept. 1898. 

■‘Having partly finished my work here I 
shall most probably leave this for Cliennapatna 
on the 14th instant to make an c.xperiment of 
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silk reeling with native cocoons as suggested 
hy you, when Mr. Tata had an interview with 
you the other flay. 1 should feel much obliged 
il you kindly assist me in making necessary 
arrangements for the purpose and also inquire 
fpr reelers and material. *' 


Lalbag, 

Bangalore, 27ih Od. 1898. 

'‘Continuing my respect of the 18th instant. 
I trust you will pardon the liberty 1 take in 
writing to you, if you will oblige me with a 
favour of replying to my request regarding the 
purchase and despatching of 30 seem hand -spun 
silk at the lowest price on my acciount. The 
business having l)een urged from Bom bay Office, 
I shall thank you to execute the order by vour 
earliest convenience.’’ 


Bangalore. 21sf Dec. 1898. 

“I shall feel much obliged by your informing 
me by the return post, whether 50 to 80 maunds 
raw cocoons of superior quality can be purchased 
now, if so, at what price and otherwise what i.s 
the largest quantity that can be had at a time 
with all particulars. 



32- 


Plfease let me know in tletuil how is the pla^e; 
on your side and also that if the Silk busiiiei?^ 
and Sericulture are in any way affected by the 
plague trouble. 

J am very glad to inform you that plague 
is rapidly subsiding in City and that many 
shops have l)ceu re-oponeil. I hope in short 
time you will resume business in your branch 
store liere, if the present (iondition of the City 
should last or improved. 

Hoping you will reply to my intjuiry by 
your earliest <‘.onvenionoe. ’* 

Bawplore, 2Htk Dec. 1898. 

“1 am in receipt of your post card of the 
2«th instant. 1 am : orry to sec that no res- 
pondence to my incpiiry as U) the price and 
(prautity of raw Cocn.ons (approximately) obtain- 
able on your si le, etc., was favoured in the same. 

1 hope in the returning post, you will kindly 
write me again on my request minutely. Hoping 
to he excused for giving you so much trouble. ” 

Lalbag, 

Bangalore, 28th February 1899. 

“Will you please buy about 100 breeding 
Cocoons of best quality and send them on to me 
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per sample post or V. P. Post 1 In order to 
avoid damage of the coobons in the way, I 
would suggest yon that you had better get thcha 
securely packed in a small papci- or in the box, 
allowing one or two holes for ventilation for 
which [ shall be glad to pay. 

Hoping this will not occasion you any 

trouble.” 

B.ingjilore, May 1899. 

“ I have this day received a post card, dated 
at your place and addressed to me without a 
sender's name but the card beii»g written ap- 
parently by your handwriting, 1 guessed that 
it has been forwarded to me from you. 

Regarding the price of Cocoons, I am much 
thankful to you for having reduced it to Rs. 11| 
per maund. At this rate the cost of 46 seers 
Cocoons I have purchased from you the other 
day would come to Rs. 13-.^ — 7 instead of 
Rs. 13 — 6 — 6 as stated in your post card. 

I shall therefore thank you to let me know, 
by return of the post, if the sum of Rs. 13—6—6. 
included any other item besides the dost of 
Gocootfs ftfid if so, kindly Inforfri me wi^h its- 
pkrtii6idars and also plea^ let inife kih'bw wheio 
ydil like the m'oney io be ftmitt^ to. 

3 
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Wo had father heavy showers of rain and 
we feel a little cool now. I thank you very 
much for your kindness of asking our health 
and am glad to say that Air. Ncmoto and 1 
are keeping good health and hope you are the 
same. 'With best wishes and best compliments 
from Mr. Nemoto. ” 

The Sassoon and Alliance Silk Mill, Bombay. 

The Sassoon and Alliance Silk Alill Co., Ltd., 
Bombay, wrote to Messrs. Sowcar Aloliammad 
Mustan Saliil) and Sowcar Mohammad Hyder 
Sahib, as follows : - 

Bombay, iiSth Oct. 1900. 

“Your letter of the 1st instant duly to hand, 
contents of which have had our attention. 

The three cases of sample silk sent by you 
were also received in order. We note that the 
cost of this has come to Rs. 416 — 8— 0, but you 
have to deduct from this the railway charges 
paid by us here. According to the receipt sent 
by you, namely, Rs. 7 — 8 -0 as the rate that 
was settled by your man was for delivery in 
Bombay including all charges. 

The silk was tried at the Mill and we find 
that the No. .3 is only little better in the whole 
lot. This can be used if prepared with a little 



more care. The defect in the silk is that tJie 
threads are not even ; they must be iinifoim 
throughout the whole skein, size is alright, but 
■should be a little stronger. If you could pre- 
pare this silk as stated above and sell at Rs, 14 i 
per seer of 72j tolas delivered in Btmbay in- 
cluding all charges, we will buy about 5 bales, 
each bale weighing 2 niaunds or 80 seers, deli- 
very in Bombay in two lots, the first lot within 
15 or 20 days. To avoid misuiuleistanding 
we have this day forwarded to your address, 
per sample post a small skein out of your No. 3 
which we trust you will find in order. ’* 

Bombay, 24th Oct. 1900. 

“ Your letter of the 21st instant duly to hand 
and we gather from it that you have not 
rmderstood our requirements. We do not re- 
quire that the thread should be made thicker, 
as you say, but let the size remain as it is. 
What we want is that the thread should be 
uniform throughout, that is, should not be 
thicker or thinner in some, places as we find in 
the sample, but must be of one size throughout. 
You can send one maund of this at Bs. 14 — 8 — 0 
delivered in Bombay and on receipt of the same. 



36 


if we find it satisfactory, we might send you 
further orders, 1)ut we do not think we can pay 
more than Rs. 14 8 • <). 

As de:jre(l, we licrein enclcse currency notes 
for Rs. 405 and postage f.tiimps for Rs, 4 — 15 — 0 
in paym«‘nt of tlie cost of the samples received 
from you, which we trust you will find in order. 
We tihjo enclose, ji re<;ti]»t for same, which sign 
and return. ” 

The Quality of Mysore Silk.- Me ssrs. tiasLim 
Arif Brothers & Co. of Bengal Silk Mills Cem- 
pany, Calcutta, wrote as follows to Sowcar 
Mohammad Mustan Sahib and Sowcar Hyder 
Sahib, Chennapatna, dated 11th March 1907 - 

“Your favour of the 1st January last reached 
us in due course and also the 10 seers of silk 
sent to us per V. P. Pest. 

We are wailing for the result of your silk 
and now we are in a position to say that your 
reeled silk will not suit any goed silk manu- 
facturer for two reasons, (a) the unevenness and 
size oi the silk ; (bj the bad reeling, full of 

dirts.” 

CalcuUa, ?nd April 1907.- 
“We are in lec^pt of your favour of the 17th 
instant and note its contents; As yonr pldeh 
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is 8,0 very far from liere we do not see bow we 
can improve your silk without sending our men 
to your place to teaoh your reelers. This will 
take a good deal of time. I)eside8 we can know 
very little of your Cocoons. 

Can you send us your best Cocoons sufficient 
to produce about 40 lbs. of silk to enable ns to 
give a fair trial to your t-ocooirs. ” 

The Gadwal Silk Market.- Gadwal in the 
Nizam s Dominions is a great Silk IMarket. Our 
^irm hajj b&en supplying silk to tlie merchants 
there for the last nearly 90 yeais. The late 
Rajah Baheb of Gadwal Samastan, Raja Ram 
Bhupal Bahadur, being struck with the benefits 
derived by his ryots from the silk supplied 
by our Firm, sent his Musaheb Mohamed Bur- 
hanuddin Sahib to Ohennapatna to thank our 
Firm on his behalf and to invite Sowcar Moham- 
mad Mustan Sahib to pay a visit to Gadwal. 
Accordingly Sowcar Moliammad Mustan Sahib 
went to Gadwal in the year 1313 Hijira (1895 a.d.) 
and remained as a Guest of the Raja Saheb. The 
munificence of the Ruler of Gadwal may be 
judged from the fact that he presented the 
Sowcar Sahib in open Durbar a Khillat consisting 
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of two pieces of laced cloth, two shawls and a 
laced turban. The llajah also provided Sowcar 
Mohammad Mustau Sahib with all articles of 
consumption sufficient for 100 persons. 

Dr. Gorio on Sericulture.- -The following ac- 
knowledgment niade in the lecture delivered 
byDv. (Jorio, the then Italian Consul of Bcrabay 
at the Y. 31. C. A., Bangalore City, on Saturday 
the 18th March 1914, at a Public Meeting under 
the prcisidency of the late Mr. H, V. Nanjundiah, 
M.A., M.L., C.I.E., deserves to be preserved for 
permanent reference. To me it is especially 
valuable for the following spontaneous acknow- 
ledgment by Dr. Gorio. 

“Fifty years ago Signior D’Veeche, another 
Italian Kxpert, came to Chennapatna and re- 
ceived help from the members of the Mustan 
Family whose member’s are yet taking the lead 
in the Silk Trade. ” 



CHAPTER Vll. 

Activities of the Brothers. 

The Taluk Headquarters.— 'L'he 'J'aluk Head- 
quarters was removed from Clieimapaiiia to 
Close pet in the year 1872 , in tlic days of tlie. 
British Commission. Consequently Chennapatna 
lost a good deal in piestige and ])rosperity, and 
the populati(»n l)egan to detu'ease. Sowear Mns- 
tan Sahib book up the subjett and waited on 
the authorities as often as possible to restore 
the town to its original importance. In the 
year 1889 , lie hatl the good fortune of paying 
his respects to His Highness the late Maharaja 
Sri fihamaraja Wadeyar Bahadur of immortal 
and T’evered memory and prayed for the resto- 
ration of the Taluk Headquarter’s. His High- 
ness was pleased to remark that he had lieard 
from the Dewan (Sir K. Seshadri Iyer) that 
the climate of the town was not good and that 
the people were mischievous. The Sowcar ad- 
mitted the (lefects, but promised to do his best 
to introduce a better order of things so far as 
human endeavour could. His Highness then 
.graciously proposed to cousider over the matter. 
The Sowcar then approached Mr. V. P. Madhava 
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Rao, C.LE., the then Deputy Commisaionei* of 
Bangalore, and finally the Dewan ; and the Gov- 
■ernment of Mysore transferred the Taluk to 
Chennapatna in the year 1890. 

Water Supply to Chennapatna. - In the year 
1883, Sowcar Mustan Sahib built 5 Karanjis, 
{small water reservoirs connected by the pipe 
system) at Ohcimapatna in central localities to 
help both the Hindu and MoJiaminadau women 
who had to cany water every day from a great 
distance. He also built a beautiful reservoir- 
in the Jumma Masjid, which exists even to-day. 

Daira Hindustani School. -The Institution 
started by the community and supported by 
public subscriptions had to be closed by mis- 
m.)nagement half a century ago. The Moham- 
madan boys were simply wandering and wasting 
their time. Sowcar Mustan Sahib made the 
acquaintance of Mr.^ B. L. Rico , the then Direc- 
tor of Public Instruction in Mysore, and after 
strenuous efforts of several years, persuaded 
him to open a Government Hindustani School 
in the year 1880. 

Bnglish Education ol Mohammadan Boys.— 

Sowcar Mustan Sahib, thou^ himself not 
acquainted with the English language, had the 
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wistipm to estimate its great value to the Alo- 
iian^ma4au community and did not spare all pos- 
sible efforts to petsu»<le the members of his faith 
to give education to their boys. In hia time 
the entire Mohamiuadan community, not only 
in Mysore but in all ])artsof India, liad an aver- 
sion to English education, lest it should make 
Mohaminadan boys lose confiflcnce in their own 
religion. This opposition on the part of h's 
co-religionists he overcame by his cjonvincing 
arguments and generous assistance and was 
successful in inducing a number of Moliammadan 
boys to join the English Boys’ School. Subse- 
quently at his instance, Mr. Bhabha, the then 
Educational Secretary, appointed a Mohamma- 
dan Munshi in the Boys’ School to help the boys 
of his community and later on when a good 
number of bpys reached the Middle School 
Standard, his next-mtrve-;^as to raise the School 
to the High School Standard. He had to con- 
tend against seyeral difficulties as there were 
Colleges and High Schools in Mysore and Banga- 
lore within a fe\y hours’ journey from Chenna- 
patna. But so persistent was the Sowcar ip 
his representations to Mr. Bhabha and to the 
Dewan Sir K. Sesbadri Iyer that he won at last. 
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Chennapatna High School. On the 4th April 
1891, Mr. H. .1. BJuibha wrote the following letter 
to Sowcar Moljainmad Mustan Sahib 

“ You will be glad to hear that the Chenna- 
patua Kuglisli School has heeu raised to the 
Gr.ule of a High School. The Municipal Funds 
are low and there were considerable difficulties 
iu getting the Boaivl to sanction the extra ex- 
p.nrliture. 1 ho[)e you and other well-to-do 
raerchauts of Chennapatna will take a lively 
interest in the School and provide funds by 
private subscriptions towards tlic cost of Scienti- 
fic Apparatus, which it will be necessarj' to pur- 
chase soon for the School. T hope yon w'ill also 
k'ndly exert your influence in the suvromuling 
Taluks and make the School popular so that a 
large numlwr of boys may be attracted to it. ” 
To the above Sowcar Mohammad Mustan 
Sahib replied as follows on the 8th April 1891 
“I am in receipt of your favour of the 4tb 
instant and I owe you many thanks for it. 

The gratitude of the inhabitants and myself 
for your kindly complying with our request 
of making this School a High School is inex- 
pressible. 

As for the subscriptions for the purchase 
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of the Scientific Ap])aratus for the use of the 
High School here, I sliall try niy beet endeavours 
not only to bear a j)ai-t. of the cost myself 
but also make other people to do tlie SJime. 
I shall also try my best to ge.t boys for the 
High School from the . urrounding I’aluks. A 
large number of children of this place are about 
to join the lower classes of the English School, 
but they arc only waiting for the expiiy of the 
summer vacation, f shall, however, write to- you 
again about the happy collection of subscription 
funds. *' 

Mr. Abdul Italuuan Sahib, late Councillor 
of the State, and the then Deputy Cemmissioner 
of Sliimoga, in his letter dated 20th April 1891, 
wrote as follows to Sowcar Mustan Sahib : 
<The original is in Hindustani and the following 
is a translation) ; — 

“With your efforts and Mr. Bhabha’s help, 
Ghenuapatna English School is now made a 
High School. I am glad to hear this happy 
news. I hope that you will work hard and see 
that Muslim boys of your place are largely 
benefited by it. Sunni boys and Mahadevi 
boys should all be treated alike. All sects of 
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l^uslitn^ should be educated. That gur pbjeoi. 
Religious fanaticism is useless. Eeligion is 
putely a m^ter between man and God. T^e 
whole community is poverty-strickeu. Its ad- 
vancement must be the aim of every Muslim. 
No one is equal to you in wealth. So I hqpt^ 
that you w^l not refuse to help the poor boys. 
The best prayer is to spend money in the caqse 
of education. No other work is more sound 
than this.” 


Ssientific Apparatus.— Sowcar Mohammad 
Mustan Sahib subscribed Rs. 300 m December 
1891 for purchasing Scientific Apparatus for 
the High School. 

Half-fees. — In the Municipal High. School 
the concession of half-fees to‘ the Muslim boys 
was not allowed. This concession was al^- 
obtained tlirough the Sowcar’s editions. 

Hatpitality to Students.— He then desired to 
have Chennapatna as a Centre fop the Lqwjer 
^coudary EKaminatipn. He approached Hf:. 
Blukbha. But there was ppposition from otbef' 
schools in the vicinity, which courplajupd ttat 
their boys whieif they \jrent tje OJ^enipipatna 
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had not facilities of bearding and Icdging. 
The Sowcar took on himself the responsibility of 
making the necessary arrangements for the 
comforts of the boys. 

The following letter of JVfr. Bhabha to the 
•Sowcar, dated the 18th January 1893, refers 
to the charitable dicpcsiticn of my uncle which 
was his predominating charactcrietic all through 
his life : • 

“I have heard with great satisfaction that 
you and other merchants and Sowcars have 
treated with great hospitality all the crnclidatcjs' 
that appeared at the Chennapatna Centre for 
the last Lower Secondary Examination. 1 shall 
be glad if you will kindly convey ray best thanks 
to all the gentlemen who co-operated with yott 
and accept them yourself for the great and 
active interest you take in the advancement 
of higher education in your town.” 


Mr. !6habAa in his fiducatioh Report of 
95 writes thfis "The speciality of the Chehna-, 
patna %hool ts' thsit 37 ll^xrsli^ boys were 
teadhig. Sdw(»f Mdfia&fffac^ Musfani 
a leadk^ mprchaiit and other merchsints wifii 
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their owu expenses made very good arrangement 
for the boys of other schools who had taken 
Chennapatna as their ('entre for the Lower 
Secondary Examination. " 

Mysore Durbar. —Ju the year 1895, Sowcar 
Mohammad Mustan Sahib received an invitation 
from Gadwal on the occasion of the Installation 
of the present Uajah of Gadwal. As simulta- 
neously an invitation was received from the 
Mysore Durbar in connection with the auspic^jous 
event of the [nstallation of His Highness the 
present Maharaja of Mysore, Sowcar Mohammad 
Mustan Sahib did not go to Gadwal and as a 
loyal subject of the Mysore Raj, considered it his 
bounden duty to be present at Mysore on the 
occision. I’he Mysore Durbar assigned to the 
Sowcar a respectable position. He was a member 
of the District Board and of the Mysoi-e Repre- 
sentative Assembly. He was honoured with 
invitations from the Palace on all auspicious 
occasions. He was held in regard by successive 
Dewans, Sir K. Seshadri Iyer, Sir P. N. Krishna 
Murthi, Mr. V. P. Madhava Rao, O.I.E., and Mr. 
T. Auanda Rao, c.i.e. He was popularly known 
as the Grand Old Man of Chennapatna in his 
last days. 
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Garonation Durbar. —On tJie 1st January 1903, 
Sowcar Mohammad Hyder Sahib attended the 
Delhi Coronation Durbar. 

HindU’Mohammadan Amity. In June 1907, 
tiis Holiness the then Jagath Cuni of Si’ingeri 
passed through Chennapatna on liis way to 
Mysore. An address in Hindustani was pre- 
sented to His Ifoliness on l)ehalf of the Mustan 
Family and the Mohammadan (’onnnunity by 
myself. 

'Die following reply dated the 24th June 
1907 from the .Agent, Sringeri Mutt to Sowear 
Mastiin Sahib, will show' how greatly my an- 
^jestors strove to mingle wntl) the Hindu bretliien 
in honouring His Holiness the Sringeii Jagith 
Gum : 

“ Permit me to say that by associating your 
Hindu brethren with your last prayer invoking 
the blessings of His Holiness the Jagath Guru 
yesterday evening, you have done a great service 
in promoting the spirit of good-will and affection 
between both the communities, who, as you verv 
aptly expressed, seemed to be desirous of emu- 
lating each other in their loyalty and devotion 
to His Highness the Maharaja of Mysore. 
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Hi 3 Hilinesa appreciat.6» the ^itit of youf^ 
request to convey to His HigliflfeSS thfe laMa^)le 
sentiments expressed in your address.” 

The Mohammadan Anglo-Oriental Colle^.- 
On the 2()tli August 190.'), the Mustan Ftmily 
subscribed a sum of Ks. 100 to the Muhammadan 
Aaglo-O/icntal College at Aligarh, for which a 
deputsition had c.ome to Chennapatna. The 
deputiition brought the following letter frcm the 
late S Ildar Tlahivoy Devaraj. Urs, the then 
Deputy Commissioner of Bangalore. 

“The m 3 mbers of the Duty Deputation of 
tire A'igarh College arc visiting your place to 
collect subscriptions for a Scholarship Fund to 
help poor Mohammadan Students. I need not 
say that this is a very laudable object. I hope 
you will be glad to help them by yourself, sub- 
scribing and obtaining help from others, t’his 
is intended to further the progress of your 
community and as such t hope that every Mo- 
hammadan gentleman will join them in the gb'dd 
cause by subscribing to the Fund. I may also Sidd’ 
that the Hindus have also subscribed to this. ” 

A deputation headed by Mr; Mohamfnad 
Akter Adif Sahib came to Chennapatna in 191(j 
to coUeot fuAds Ion the CdHege aU^ Sbwear 
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Moluuninad Mustan sul)s<‘.nli;od a sum 

of Ks. 509. 

Sowcar Mohammad Musian Sahib's Noble 
Qualities. -On the I2tli Deceiuher 1910, Dewan 
Bahadur K. B. I'uttanna Clietty. Mciuhor of. 
('ouncil, in a letter to Sowear .Mohaiununl A'lus- 
tan iSaliil). wrote as follows 

“1 have a liijfh regard to you wliicli dates 
from the time now nearly thirty yeais ago 
when T iuive known yon. Your noble ([ualities 
have endeared yon to one and all who ha\e come 
in eontact Avith you. '" 

His Demise, lie died in 1 la* year 1 91 1 at the 
ripe old age of 82. 

His Work for Sericulture. During his life- 
line, the Sericnltural liidustiy made appreciable 
progress. In tlie fifty yeai-s of his aetual life 
from 1278 to 1329 Hijira (18(51 to 1911 .v.D.), 
the total quantity of .silk pundiased locally b}" 
liim was 1 ^ lakhs of maund,s valued at 2-J (;rores 
if rupees. 

His other Activities. Sowear Mohammad 
Hustan Sahib’s activities in directions other 
than Sericulture may be thus summarized : — 

Sowcar Mohammad Mustan Sahib contri- 
i>uted about five hundred rupees a year during. 

4 
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his lifetime to a numl)er of Mosques both inside 
and outside Mysore. This assistance is even 
to-day continued. 

During the Jtamain every year, he used to 
distribute clothes to the poor of all communities 
and creeds to the value of about Rs. 500. 

Jfe contributed about Ks. 3,000 for the 
extension of the Chennapatna Mosque. 

The poor of all communities were sumptu- 
ously fed by him twice a year as long as he lived 
and he spent annually about Ks. 500 for this. 

Appreciation of Sowcar Mohammad Mustan 
Sahib. -On the 13th September 1911, Dewan 
Bahadur K. 1*. I’uttanna Chetty wrote to me 
as fcdlows 

“ I received last night your wire announcing 
the deatli of my old esteemed friend, Mr. Sowcar 
Mohamtuad Mustan Sahil). He was known to 
me since my early Railway days and 1 have 
always entertained a high regard for his character 
and his good amiable qualities. He was a 
leader of both Hindus and Mohammadans and 
commanded the respect of both the communi- 
ties. I have enjoyed his friendship for this 
long time and 1 am grieved to hear that he is 
no more. I beg you will accept for yourself 
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and oonvey to the nieinbei's of your family my 
sincere condolences and syrapJithy in your le- 
reavement. I uiu sure you will follow in his 
footsteps and keep his ineniory alive. May his 
soul rest in peace is the prayer.' 

Fradhan Siroinani T. Anamla Kao, Ksq.. 
(M.E., Dewan of Mysore, .sejit the following tele- 
gram to the Amildar of ('hennapatna. dated 14th 
September lUll. 

‘‘Very sorry to bear the death of Sowcar 
Mohammad Mu.stan Sahib. Please convey my 
condolences to bis family. ’ 

On the 11th ()ctol)er 11)11. Mr. .Mir 1 1 urn /a 
Hussain Sabib. the then District Judge. Myscie. 
wrote to Sowcar Mohammad Jlyder Sahib in 
rrdiijof which the following is a translation 

“The sad news of the death of your revered 
brother caused me much pain. He was a friend 
and well-wisher of mine. He bore a sincere 
love towards me. No doubt liis doatb is a 
source of regret and a great calamity to yon 
and to your family. But the loss the coninmnity 
has sustained by bis (May peace be upon him) 
death is inexpressible. A gentlen)an greatly 
enlightened in ideas and a Avell-wisher of the 
<3onununity having great love at heart is very 
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soiircely to be found. 1'lie fact, that you, tlie 
(‘nibodiment of courtooueness bfaring deep de- 
votion towaixls the coninmnity, are in the place 
of tlie deceased, gives us groat consolation. 
Wo hope that you will walk in his footsteps 
aiul keep alive his ineinory. Please consider 
me a mourner with you aiul with Mr. Abdul 
Qiiddus f?ahib and my ))raver is May Gotl give 
the deceased brother eternal peace : May God 
give you and your family patience and fortitude 
to bear the calamity. " 

Sowcar Mohammad Hyder Sahib.-Dining tl.e 
lifetime of Sowcar Mohammad Mihstan Sahib, 
Sowcar Molianunad Hyder Sahib co-operated 
with his brotlier and whatever succc.ss and 
financial prosperity the firm .and the family 
achieved, were due to the perseverance and 
indefatigable indnstrv of both the brothers. 

Mr. (Sir) M. Visvesvaraya. Elevation to 
Dewanship. - On the 12th November 1912, Mr. 
(Sir) M. Visvesvaraya sent the following telegram 
to me 

“ Kindly convey to t'hennapatna citizens my 
grateful thanks for the kind congratulations.” 

This was in reply to the resolution passed 
at a Public Meeting organized at Cliennapatna 



in his house l»y Sowcar Hyder Sahib cf'ngva- 
tulatiug Mr. M. Visvesvavaya on his elcvatii n 
to the Office of the I’rime i^finisterto His Higli- 
ness the Maharaja of .Mysore. 

Presentation of a Koran. Dr. Corio's Assist 
ant in a letter dated Bombay, 23rd April 1914. 
wrote to tiK' as follows : “The bearer Ah'. 
Mari's servant will give a miniature Koran whi(di 
was l<‘ft by our Doctor with instructions to send 
it on to your father. Kindly Inind it over to him 
with Dr. (Jorio's c<»mpliinent.« and oblige.’’ 

His Highness the Yuvaraja’s Visit to Chenna 
patna. t)!i the 24t]i Nov<-niber 1 914. the J’riAate 
Secretary to TTis Highness the Abivaraja. Avrote 
to Sowcar .Mohammad Hyder Sahib as follows : — 

“In reply to your letter, dated the Jtrth 
instant, 1 am diret4e<l to say that His Highness 
the Vuvaraja regrets he will not be able to go 
to your house in (’hennapatna as the time 
at his disposal \rill not petniit him to do so. 
If, on the way to the Hospital, you can arvajige 
to pay your homage. His Highness will be pleased 
to accept it.” 

On the above occasion Sowcar Mohammad 
Hyder Sahib presented the following Address 
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The Mustan Family.-- In bringing the His- 
tory of iny Family to the iioti<;e of the esteemed 
Jiuleis (May Cod bless them) and Sires of the 
State, my Inimble object is just to tell the 
tale of the doughly deeds of a family that has 
initiated and has borne the brunt of the rough 
passages througli which Sericulture has passed ; 
a family that stood for the Pioneers and in its 
later days faithfully and neddy succoured and 
saved for t he State the Silkworm and Sericulture. 

No touch of vanity shall stain the spirit 
in which my genealogy is set forth, neither 
will I try to disinter my ancestors' work when 
scarcely a hand or foot is left standing out 
from beneath tlm du.st of ages. Whatever 
sac.rifices they were capable of rendering tf) 
Serh’ultuie thnmghout the entire expanse of 
the State will remain emlxilmed for ever in 
the pages of whatever history of Mysore might 
come to l)e written. Their faithful adherence 
to the Seric.ultural Industry itself shall still 
survive as an enduring monument of their 
greatness to remind the inheritors of the King- 
dom of Mysore that such a house shall not be 
swept' away forgotten and worn out without 
re«iognition. 
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The flourishing and prosperons Sericultural 
rndustry of the State owes its inception in the 
Mysore State to my grandfather Poor Mohammad 
Sahib, who as early as tlie time of Srimanth 
Purniah was entmsted by that talented Seer 
to initiate the Industry in the Mysore Province, 
a trust faithfully carried out and kept up to 
receive the recognition of Merchant Princes 
and Experts of the type of Mr. J, N. Tata and 
Mr. J. Odzu. the Japanese Silk Expert. 

.My son Sowcar Fayaz M. Abdul Quddus 
who ha.s the honour of rendering Honorary 
•Services to His Highness* State as a Member 
of (1) 'Phe Economic Conference, (2) The Agri- 
(‘ultural Committee of the Economic CV>nference 
and as I)istri«-f. and Taluk Board Member and 
a .Municipal Coumallor, has made a particular 
study of the Imlustry anfl has often rendered 
voluntary and honorary services to the State, 
in his various humble capacities, an achieve- 
ment so nobly appreciated by His Holiness the 
Jagath Cluru and the Swamiof Sivaganga and so 
admirably recorded by Dr. Drake E. Broclonan, 
I.M.S., Residency Surgeon. He writes 

‘‘ If my memory does not deceive me, I 
think you were much interested in Sericulture 
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liiicl 1 um glad to think you are taking some 
practical interest in this juatter and are on 
the Kconomi(i Board ; if tlic gentry of this 
country would wal<e up and take a real active 
interest (not talking) in such luattei’s an<l help 
their l)retliron l»y investing money in all such 
industries, this (iountiy would go ahead fast 
in pros|>erity and industry, in the latter of 
which I feel sure the future pios^xn-ity of this 
country is intimately bound up. I never lose 
an opportunity in furtheiiirg its interests in this 
way whenever opportunity olfers ; for my 
sympathies arc with the ryots and the poor- 
wlioso lot is capable of much iinprovciuent in 
many ways ; !»ut 1 think in this particular 
line lies their salvation and prosperity, f am 
glad to think' you are at any rate trying to do 
yoirr little best in that Avay," 

fn huml)ly preserrtirrg these few lines to 
our Protectors, T crave perrtrission to introduce 
my son Sowoar Favaz M. Abdui. (^uddus to 
their esteemed notirie so that when f am no 
m(»re and Mother Earth has swallowed nre I 
can depart irr peace reposing irr the satisfaction 
that the efforts of centuries of a Family and 
lastly of myself shall not have been in vain 



and that they hav»'. received roeognltion at the 
hands of my Masteis .md the Iloyal Family 
we (iliiig to. 

r am Vonr (Iracious Highiurs* Most 
I full) hie Kervajit. 

tSovvcAR .Mohammad Hydkh f^Auin. 

('hennapatna. 

His Higluiess (he Vuvaiaja made a I’eply 
in Hiudiistani to tJie above, expressing his 
pleasure at seeing the members of tiie family 
and promised to eommnnieate their loyal senti- 
ments to II is Highness (he Maharaja. 

Address to Sir M. Visvesvaraya. On (he 20th 
March 1015, (^ir .\I. VisvesAaraya, IIS'! then 
DcAvan of .Mysore, visited ( 'liennapatna. On 
that occasion Stmcai- .Mohammad Hyder Sahib 
presented the followitig address on lelialf of 
the Mu Stan Family : 

liESPfiCTKD Sin. 

Pray jX^rinit me. a line of Welcome from 
the Scion of an Ancient Family of Mysore. 
CVming of a stock <iomiciled in fhe Province 
from the earliest associations of the Biitish Kaj 
with the illustrious Family of His Highness the 
Maharaja Bahadur and being a Member of that 
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chosen family to which was entrusted the care 
and commercial prosperity of thousafids, by that 
talented Prime Minister Srimanth Purniah. 1 
beg you to accord me the unique honour of 
welcoming your gracious self on this occasion. 

The credit of having been the Pioneer of 
Se.ricultural Industry in Mysore and among 
those that rallied to the aid of the well-wishers 
of the State falls to my venerable'grandfather, 
Peer Mohannmul Sahib. During successive 
stages of the development of this Industry in 
Mysore, we rubbed shoulders with its various 
exponents and the practical experience that has 
accrued to us, has stood the test of time and 
scrutiny with a rigour that still remains un- 
superseded. When disease had courted away 
the capacity of the rearing worms, we laboured 
for seven successive years to arouse the activity 
necessary to combat it. In the Official Chambei-s 
our voice long remained inaudible. 

Not till your honour had visited us and 
discussed the question of the Silk Industry 
with the characteristic statesmanlike shrewd- 
ness, did we discover a sympathetic ear and to 
me has fallen- again the unique honour of wel- 
coming you in your capacity as the Spokesman 
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of our wants and interests. You. Sir, have 
shown to ns one and all in the State what 
intellectual intensity and keen insight and 
interest you can evince for the uplift of those 
who have the pride to l)c the subjects of His 
Highness the .Vraharaja Bahadur. Under your 
care, days of decadencf- have dissippeared and 
the promised periods of prosperity and self- 
sitpport tiav^ stepped in with a hold front 
justifying their ingress with visible signs, aciti- 
vity and advancement in every crevice ami 
corner of our State. 

Realizing all that you have done for us 
and as my hninble contribution towards this 
magnificent endeavour I had taken the liberty 
of offering a site 'of land for purpose of Seri- 
culture some time ago. I beg to say we are 
one and all anxiously waiting for its acceptance. 

r, on behalf of the Mustan Family, extend 
you this Welconie in the full hope that you 
will be pleaserl to accept it as pregnant with 
love and devotion to your esteemed self. 

K.inclly convoy to His Highness our belox'cd 
Maharaja Bahadur, our respectful regards with 
the confident assurances that we, among the 
subjects of Chennapatna, continue prosperous 
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in p.?aot* ami happiiiesw and pray lor eternal 
blessings to one and all of the Royal Family. 

With this humble testimony of devotion 
and love. 

I beg to subseril)e myself 
as a Representati\o of tlie 
MusTAN FAM[LV^ 

The Dewan rcpl'cd e.xpressijig his gratifieu- 
tiou and promised to consider tla* ai'ceptaiKio 
of the land offered. 

The Aligarh University. A deputation (ame 
to Chennapatna to collect funds for the Aligarh 
.Mohammadan IJnivomty and Sowcar Moham- 
mad Hyder Sahib subscribed rupees five hundred. 

Meritorious Work in connection with the 
Economic Conference. On the 22ud November 
1916, in their Order No. 3651 704- Fe. 16-16 1, 
(4overnnient jmblished a list of the names of the 
gentlemen who were reported to have done 
meritorious work in connection with the Econo- 
mic Conference, and Government wei'e pleased to 
direct that their appreciation he <-.onveyed to 
the gentlemen concerned for the work done by 
them. 

The second name in th<< list is that of Sowcar 
Mohammad Hyder Sahib and in the Gohimn. 
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Nature of Work Done” f he following observa- 
tion of (lovcrnmcnl occurs “Has been of 
great hel]) in Sericultunil work and has recently 
made, almost an uiKtonditional gift to Govern- 
ment of about four acres of laud with the 
buildings thereon for being utilized for estab- 
lishing a Silk DenionsUation an<l Seed Faini.” 

Presentation of Khillats.- In the Dnsarah 
Durbar of 1917, Sowcar Mohammad Hyder 
Sahib was presented under the gracious orders 
and in the presence of His Highness the Maha- 
raja Bahadur, a Clertilieate of Merit and Khillats. 

Central Mohammadan Association, Banga- 
lore. On the 12th January 1919, a deputation 
consisting of Gulam Ahmed Kalami (President). 
Mohammad Abbas Khan Sahib (Secretaiy), 
Mohammad Hussain Baig (Vice-President) and 
Mr. Syed Abdul Khadcr came to Chennapatna 
on behalJ of the above Association. Sowcar 
Mohammad Hyder Sahib subscribed Bs. 500. 

The Late Sowcar Mohammad Hyder Sahib.- 
In January 1921, Sowcar Mohammad Hyder 
Sahib died in his 87th year. 

Appreciation of the Sowcar.— On the 26th 
January 1921, Mr. Mekhri, Personal Assistant 
to His Highness the Yuvaraja, wrote to me 
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as follows “With reference to your telegram 
of yesterday, 1 am directed to inform that 
His Highness the Yuvaraja jegrets to learn 
the death of your father and to convey to you 
his heait-felt 8ymj)athie,s in your l)ereavement.*' 
On the same day Hajasabha Bhushana 
Bewan Bahadur Mr. K. P. Puttauna (Mietty 
wrote to me as follows : 

“I am sorry to hear of the death of ypur 
good old father Sow(iar Mohammad Hyder 
Sahib at the ripe age of 87. He lived a (piite 
liappy life and kept up the good name of your 
uncle the late Sowcar Mustan Sahib who was 
so much Iwloved by the people of those parts. 
Please accept my condoleiUiC and sympathy 
in your bereavement and convey the same to 
the other members of the Family. 

It is my wish that you shouhl 'maintain 
the reputation of your Family and earn a good 
name.” 

On the 28th January 1921, the Private 
Secretary to the then Bewan, Sirdar Mr. (Sir) 
Kantharaj Urs, wired to me as follows 

■’Bewan liears with regret Sow'car Hyder 
Sahib is no more. He sympathizes with you 
in your bereavement.” 
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On the 31»t January 1921. Mr. M. 8hama 
llao, M.A., Retired Inspector -General of Edu- 
cation in Mysore, wrote to me as follows : ~ 

It is with very great regret tliat I heard 
the news of your revered fathtir's death. That 
he lived to a good age bears testimony to his 
good moral hal>its and abstemious cliarac.ter. 
In him you have an example for guidance and 
I am sure he will be long remembered in Ghenna- 
patna. You and all the members of the Eamily 
have my sincere condolences. " 

On the 1st February 1921, Mr. ('. U. Reddy, 
the then fnsi)ector-(leneral of Education, wrote 
to me as follows : - 

■■ It was with feelings of the greatest regret 
that 1 received the new's of your revered father’s 
death. The only consoling feature is that he 
has died at a splendid old age and while his 
son is maintaining the good name and traditions 
of the Family in a manTier worthy of the highest 
praise. Let me convey to you my sincere 
condolences. “ 

On the .3vd February 1921, Mr. K. R. Srini- 
vasieugar, the then Revenue Coiumissioner, 
wrote to me as follows : - 



“T am very soriv to lioiir (sl tixi d<‘at]i oi your 
esteemed fatlier and vet[ii('st you to accept 
my sim ere roiidolema' with you in your beveave- 
ineut. 

On the Kitli February 1921, Mr. Mir Ihtmza 
Hussain Salul>, .Member o! Council, wrote to 
m,' as follows ; 

“I was e.xtreme.ly sorry to hear ot the sad 
death of your revered latliei' aud my old and 
respected friend Sowcav Moharumad Hyder 
iSahib. 'I'he dccisised war a. gentleman of the 
old school, the like of which we hardly see now- 
a-days. His gentle manner, his kindly dis- 
position and his peace-loving nature commanded 
respect from one ami all. Our conmnmity has 
suffered a great loss by his death. It is a matter 
of consolation to us all that he died full of age 
and honours. I ho|)e you will continue the 
traditions of the Family and maintain its name 
and prestige. 1 need not say that 1 quite sym- 
pathize with you in your loss. Please convey 
my sympathy and condolences to other members 
of your Family. 
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The Firm’s Output. — In the days of Sowcar 
Mohammad Hyder Sahib from 1911 to 1921 
(1329-1339 Hijira), the output of silk purchased 
by our Firm was 20 thousand maimds valued at 
70 lacs of rupees. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

My Humble Activities. 

My Education. — I was educated in the- 
Chennapatna High School and subsequently in 
the Central College, Bangalore, upto theF. A. 
Standard. On the 14th June 1899, Mr. J. Cook, 
the then Principal of the College, writing to 
Sowcar Mohammad Mustan Sahib, referred to 
me as follows : — 

“1 hope your nephew will become a good 
student and give you and me both much satis- 
faction. He is behaving excellently and has 
every appearance of becoming a promising 
student. I do wish that more Mohammadans 
would take advantage of the excellent facilities 
for education that they have now-a-days espe- 
cially in the State of Mysore, so that more of 
them may rise to fill good posts in the country. ” 

I left the College in the year 1900 at the age 
of 21 and joined my Firm in 1903 and I was 
assisting my father and uncle. 

Chennapatna Municipality.— I was elected a 
Councillor of the Chennapatna Municipality in 
1905 and I have always retained my seat therein 
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as such. In the year 1918, I was appointed 
by Government Vice-President of the Municipal 
Council. 

Trip to Calcutta. —In the year 1907, there 
was a fierce outbreak of Pebrine among the 
silkworms in Chennapatna, and I went to 
Calcutta with the help of the Dewan Mr. V. P. 
Madhava Rao, c.i.E., who was also then in Cal- 
cutta. I had an interview with Messrs. Hashim 
Ariff Brothers and discussed with them possible 
remedies and submitted a report to the Govern- 
ment. 

His Holiness the Shivaganga Swamy.- in 

August 1910, I was invited by His Holiness the 
Swamy of Shivaganga to attend tlie Sri Sharu- 
damba Prathista (Installation of the Goddess of 
Learning). I then presented him with the fol- 
lowing address of congratulation which His 
Holiness and his large mass of Hindu disciples 
appreciated very much 
To 

His Holiness Sri Subrahmanyabhinava 
Satchidananda Bharathi Sw^ami of 

Shivaganga. 

“ May it please Your Holiness, 

The whole world was brought into existence 
for the sake of Mohammad (Be peace on Him) 
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the last Prophet of God, the Almighty, toWlom 
alone praise is due. He selects from among his 
millions of servants one on whom devolves 
the management of the worldly affairs and in 
whose hands are left the lives and properties 
of thousands of men. This selected one will 
always remain under the guidance of Gcd. In 
fact, he will remain the very shadow of God. 
To us here, in Mysore, our good-natured, kind 
and noble-minded Ruler, His Highness Colciiel 
Sri Krishnarajendra Wadeyar Bahadur, G.c.s.i., 
remains this Shadow of God. (May He live long 
— Am3n.) 

Ju st as the material welfare of the people 
is left to the management of Kings and Rulers, 
th^ir spiritual welfare is entrusted to religious 
teachers like Your Holiness, who has, by moral 
character and good nature displayed in all your 
acts, elinted the love and regard of not only 
the section of which you are the Head, but of 
all castes and creeds. 

To-day’s grand celebration has for its object 
the defining of the distinction between the ani- 
mate and inanimate worid. It is intended to 
show how education enables m&a. to put on the 
of humanity and to-day the Goddess of. 
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Education (Sri Sharadamba) takes liet c6nse- 
cration at Your Holiness’ Jiands. i 

May God make this hour most auspicious 
to our Country. 

Before I take leave of Your Holiness I ear- 
nestly beg to offer my heart-felt thanks for 
according to me the privilege of attending this 
august Assembly and permit mo also to add that 
two events, one that of presenting myself before 
the presence of His Holiness the Jagadgum 
and the other the present one will always remain 
memorable in the history of my life. ” 

His HoUness gave me a Khillat and expressed 
his satisfaction at the Mohammatlan community 
co-operating with the Hindus. What gave 
gratification to His Holiness was my humble 
reference to His Highness the Maharaja. 

Member of Economic Conference.— Tn the 

year 1911 when the Economic Conference was 
formed by Government, I was made a member 
and subsequently a place was assigned to me 
in the Agricultural Committee where I conti- 
nued till 1918. In the Birthday Conference of 
1912, 1 made the following suggestions for the 
improvement of Sericulture : — 
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“Except for the importance of the subject, 
1 should have included this item in my previous 
remarks. But Sericulture is not an industry 
that can lightly be disposed of. It is a very im- 
portant industry — this Sericulture ; and among 
the various methods of improvement I could 
suggest from my experience, one is the hold- 
ing of Exhibitions exclusively for Silk and its 
various stages of culture and prodtiction and 
the improved supply of good seeds to the ryots. 

A general impression seems to have got 
abroad among the authorities that it is better 
to get seed from foreign countries. This would 
be a serioiis mistake in that it would not only 
not improve the state of affairs, but would bring 
in additional troubles in the shape of fresh 
diseases. Mr. Odzu, who was lately in Tata’s 
Firm, in the starting of which, Messrs. Mustan 
and Hyder Sahib have rendered all possible 
assistance to the late Mr. Tata, says that 
Mysore Seeds are the best seeds, ft may be 
that we may take seeds from South China, but 
there is a disease, 'pebrine, prevalent there and 
it is dangerous to import that disease. We 
are only having a disease originated from mul- 
berry leaves which disease can be removed by 
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giving a sufficient supply of water and distri- 
buting seeds after examination. For this pur- 
pose, f had asked the Provincial Secretary to 
allow the services of an Inspector and a Seed 
Depot for a big centre as Cliennapatna. This 
will help the ryots a good deal. Accordingly 
he allowed an Inspector and the necessary 
instruments, etc., have also been got down and 
the work will begin soon. This is the right way 
of improving tlie industry and not the appoint- 
ment of officers and subordinates who can do 
nothing. And the publication of pamphlets, 
books, etc., is useless in that way. They do not 
reach the ryots, the major portion of whom are 
still illiterate. It is the ryot that must be 
approached. And no better way of approaching 
the ryot can be suggested than that of holding 
Exhibitions in such centres where ryots can be 
collected in large numbers. It may be asked 
why Silk Exhibitions should be held while the 
whole production is exhibited at the Annual 
Dasara Exhibition. My contention is that the 
ryots do not get the advantage of those exhibi- 
tions. Tlyots do not belong to the fashionable 
upper class and the)* are neglected. Hence 
my request to hold Silk Exhibitions mainly 
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intended for ryots <ukI worked in such <1 way as 
to put the thing clearly before them. It may 
also be mentioned that our ryots Imow things 
better in their own A^'ay. 'I’hey may be ignorant 
of the modern methods and perhaps of the jaw- 
breaking scientific names. It is thus easy to 
put them right when they are wrong. 'I’he 
only necessary thing is to get into touch with 
them in a sj)irit of co-operation. Wc know them 
only when wc get into close touch with them 
-1911-1912.” 

Subsequently J sent the following letter to 
the Chairm,an,. Industries and Cominerce Com- 
mittee, offering my services : • 

“As this Committee is aware the J^conoinic 
Conference has it in contemplation to take in 
hand immediately the work of improving some 
of the most important industries of our Province- 
One of those industries to whic^h close attention 
is being paid Iry this body is, as you know, the 
Silk Industry which is and has been the source 
of a large income to the State. 

The Conference may have, by this time, 
found out from official enquiries made that 
Ohennapatna is the seat of Silk Industry in the 
Province contributing as it does nearly .30 per 
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cent of the total trade in Silk in the whole Prov- 
ince. I may also say, of course, with a pride in 
view of the fact that we have been the Pioneers 
of this Industry in the Province, that nearly half 
of the trade of Chennapatna is in the Jiands of 
the Firm of Messrs. Sowcar Must.'in and Hyder 
Sahib, of which I liave now tlie honour of being 
the senior partner. Thus it practically ccmes 
to this ; that a quarter of the hug^ Silk I’rade 
in Mysore is in our hands. The remaining portion 
is scattered all over. From these facts you can 
well gauge the amount of interest we must have 
bestowed orr thisj Industry, and as such I claim 
a prior consideration to the following proposi- 
tions I now place before this Conference in the 
best interests of this Industry 

1. It is now proposed by this Conference 
to send one or trvo men from the Province to 
study the question of Sericulture as it exists in 
the various jrarts of India including Cashmere 
and Bengal. 

2. This is no doubt a laudable idea and as a 
Member of the Conference and more particularly 
B,s a Sericulturist, I heartily approve of it. 

3. I have, however, to make some suggestion^ 
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and 1 trust they will not be unwelcome to the 
Conference. 

4. First and foremost it must be our aim, to 
spend the minimum amount and get the maxi- 
mum result. It would end in nothing if the 
Conference proposes to send any one with abso- 
lutely no knowledge of Sericulture and I do not 
think, in the interests of the Conference, that 
there are ihany who can pretend to an}dhing 
like a fair knowledge of Sericulture. 

5. In respect of this Industry the hist thing 
one has to enquire into is the various diseases 
of silkworms in other parts of India and to find 
out exactly what troubles our silkworms. A 
small with some practical knowledge of the in- 
dustry would do better in this work than one 
who might have earned superficial knowledge 
from books. 

6. Next come the various processes by which 
Sericulture could be made to yield more income 
as a cottage industry for our womenfolk. For 
this, steps should be taken to get down two or 
more families from other places to teach the poor 
women the following (a) re-reeling silk ; (b) 
making liurj (fibres) ; (c) bleaching ; (d) dyeing ; 
fe) weaving. 
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7. Informations on these and other cognate 
points can only be secured by stepping at the 
chief centres of Silk Trade in India. A leading 
merchant in Silk will have greater facility in 
this respect. 

Having pointed out the various things cn 
which information should he gathered, I teg 
to submit that 1 should ho happy to tour all 
over the country us a Representative of the 
Conference without much expense which other- 
wise it will have to incur. My claims to go out 
on tour on behalf of the (Conference arc as 
follows : - 

1. I am a Member of the (Jonfercnce and am a 
leading merchant and have bestowed a close 
study on the subject. 

2. My Firm has got large dealings with over 
150 centres of Silk Trade in India and I have 
already said we hold the bulk of the trade of 
the Province in our hands. T can secure all 
necessary information frem the ryots and the 
traders in a quiet and unohstrusive way. 

3. I can easily get down family of Sericultur- 
ists from other places to teach our wcmenfolk 
the various processes of improving this cottage 
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iudustiy. i cau also give them houses to live 
in rent free for a year. 

4. Haying already had a fairly good knowledge 
of Sericulture, I can easily study the process of 
microscopical examination anrl can be of use to 
this Conference to teach others tlie .same for a 
little or no consideration. 

5. Othei' things which the Conference niay 
want me to study T can more easily do than 
other's, having already had a grounding in the 
various aspects of this industiy and whatever 
knowledge I may gain I can with better facility 
spread among the ryots of the Province. 

I have at the outset said that as far as pos- 
sible it should be the attempt of the Conference 
to spend less and gain more. Therefore as a 
sort of personal sacrifice, 1 should make myself 
ready to go mostly at my expenses' the Con- 
ference only paying me the usual irainage and 
batta to non-ofncial members of the Conference. 
T would find the expenses of my own servant 
and 1 want the Conference to pay his third 
class trainage. In addition, 1 require a peon 
of the Conference to attend to my quasi-official 
duties as a deputy of the Conference, his train- 
age and usual batta being paid by the Conference. 
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1 may also say tliat outside M 3 ^Bcre, Cash- 
mere stands almost first as the seat of the Silk 
Industry in India and it is in that country and 
in the adjacent places of Northern Irrdia that 
an enquirer, after information on Sericulture, 
should spend most of his time. In Casl mere, 
as you know, the official language is Persian 
aird 1 may, without undue presumption, say 
that my knowdedge of Persiarr will starrd me in 
good stead. 

By way of concluding I also beg leave to 
draw your attention to the following:— 

(i) Para 17, Clause (b). Enclosure (b) of the 
Mysore Economic Conference Agerrda for 1912. 
Para 2, Enclosirre (c) of the Agenda for 1912. 
In addition I wish also to explain myself the 
question of Sericulture as the whole comes 
under almost simultaneously the Agricultural 
and Industries and Commerce Section. Till 
the making of the silk cocoons it remains under 
the former and from the state of reeling it cemes 
under the latter. So I would request the Con- 
ference to allot the necessary funds for my tour 
for both the sections. Since the main portion 
of Sericulture comes under Agriculture, I do 
trust that the restriction made in para 2 of 
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Enclosure (c) in respect of non-officials will 
not be applied to me. 

1 have nothing more to add. 1 leave the 
proposal to your good sense of discretion.” 

I also addressed the following representation 
to the Deputy Commissioner, Bangalore District, 
in 1912-13 

‘‘At the time when His Highness the Maharaja 
Sri Krishnaraja Wadeyav Bahadur, g.c.s.i., is 
graciously pleased to see his ryots in a more 
prosperous condition and on a higher level in 
education, assisted by such a wide-travelled, 
experienced, intelligent, highly educated and 
well-know^ statesman as Mr. M. Visveswaraya, 
B.A., C.I.E., who is at the head of the adminis- 
tration of Mysore and Avho is equally desirous 
to see the ryots on a far-higher level in respect 
of their education, financial condition, agriculture 
and industries, it is just the time for the well- 
wishers of the Province to come forward, make 
the best use of the opportunity and help the 
Government in achieving their object. With 
this object in view, I come forward to place my- 
self at the disposal of the Government for the 
improvement of the Silk Industry in Mysore.. 
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We have been dealers in silk for the last 100 
years. The very honour of establishing the 
Industry in this Province lies with our family. 
This industry enables the greater l)ulk of the 
population of the Province to earn their liveli- 
hood and brings a great amount of wealth to 
the Province. 

In those days when neithei" the (lovernment 
w'ere prepared to develop the industry nor the 
ryots were desirous to find out the means of 
its improvement, I saw ilr. V. P. ]\ladhava Pao, 
the then Dewan of Mysore, at Calcutta in the 
year 1907. I had a long discussion with him 
regarding the just l)egun silkworm disease and 
suggested to him that it was time foj- the Gov- 
ernment of Mysore to direct their attention 
to it very soon and thus save the industry and 
the ryots. I also explained to him . for the 
further improvement of the Silk Industry 
in the Province (1) the desirability of opening 
a Silk Waste Cleaning Factory, (2) the establish- 
ment of Silk Associations and the holding of 
Silk Exhibitions independently of others, (3) 
and the opening of a Bank to facilitate trade. 

He thought over the suggestions deeply 
and expressed that they were very important 



and would prove useful to the Province and that 
he would turn his attention to them. 

The walk of time, however, was so slow 
that these things were put off for some time. 
Bat J spared no pains in trying to find out seme 
reiuidy for the disease ; for 1 knew that if it 
was not checked in its infancy there was greater 
fear of the Silk Industry disappearing ficm 
Mysore and the ryots, most of whom earn their 
livelihooJ by this means, suffering starvation. 
About 40 years ago, when a great famine carried 
away thousands of people, the least suffered 
aniDng them were those that were engaged in 
silk. That such a lucrative industry should die 
out in this w.ay for want of attention had a 
painful effect upon me and there was no sepa- 
rate department then for such things to be taken 
care of. 1 lost no opportunity whenever I 
came across Government Officers, whether Euro- 
peans or Natives, in placing before them matters 
as they stood then and requesting them to save 
the Country from the coming financial calamity 
until at last the time came when His Gracious 
Highness the Maharaja himself thought over 
the welfare of his subjects and commanded the 
opening of the Economic Conference by means 
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of which to gain his laudable object. A few 
months after the opening of the Conference, 
the honour ot being one of its members was 
conferred on me also. 

A few days before E became a Member of the 
Oonferen(;e, Mr. Sambasiva Iyer, n.A., the then 
Secretary of the Industries and Commerce 
Committee, came to Chennapatna. .Mr. B. 
Krishna Singh, tlie Amildar of Chennapatna^ 
introduced me to him. He took down notes 
from me in which T asked him to place the 
folloAving suggestions before the (Jovernment 
for early (ionsi deration. 

1. The opening of a Bank. 

2. The formation of a Silk Association. 

3. The holding of Silk Exhibitions. 

After 1 became a Member of tlie Conference, 
Mr. K. Subba Rao, n.A., the Secretary of the 
Agricultural Committee, came liere ami took a 
long statement of mine, the greater j)ojtion of 
which is published in his notes N.B. 11. T 
might briefly state here what I said to him : - 
Suffleient supply of water is required for the 
well-growth of mulberry. With sufficient w'ater 
ryots get from 6 to 8 crops a year, otherwise only 

3 to 4. So in the year 1912 during the Birthday 

6 
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Sesiiions, I placed before the Economic Con fer- 
ence (1) tlie Dasavar Tank Scheme for Chenna- 
patna Talulc, (2) the improvement of our silk 
by removin" knots and ununilormity, (3) tlie 
introduction of rc-reeling, dyeing, blcacliing, and 
weaving in our country. 

Later on when Mr. Cliatteilon was made the 
Spe<‘ial Advisor to the Coveriiinent of Mysore, 
he came to (ihennapatna and had a talk with 
me. He was of opinion that Mysoi'e might get 
seeds from Erance and Italy as the (Jovernment 
of Cashmere does. But 1 was dead against 
it for the following reasons: — (1) Mysore Silk 
has some peculiarities ot its own, namely, (1) 
its strength, (2) its lustre, (3) its not losing 
much weight when bleached, (4) its weight. 
If foreign seeds are introduced these peculiarities 
of local silk wll be lost. 

Instead of getting foreign seeds, if we try 
to get our own seeds free from disease it would 
be a great arl vantage. In tlu^ year 1886, an 
Italian tried to export foreign seeds to Mysore 
at Kengeri, but failed. Mr. Oifru, a Japanese 
Silk Exjjert ami Manager of Tata’s Silk Eann 
afte)’ making several experiments, was of the 
same tipinio'u as that of mine. But nobody 
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took notice of my woids until tlio rtalian Consul 
formed the same opinion. 

Dr. (jrf)rio, the ftalian Consul, was at Chcnna- 
patna. When 1 bad a talk with him ho agreed 
with me and gave me Jiis address to coniinuni- 
cate with him in the matter. Kecently the 
Assistant ftalian CuJisul came to ('henna patna. 
He was of opinion to get a Silk K.vpert either 
from Italy or France. The Industih's and 
('ommerce (iommittc-e and the Agih ultural Com 
niittee have als(» asked the Covernmenl to get 
a Silk Expert. I am against such an oj)inion 
for the following reasons ; 

An Expert that may <;ome either from Japan, 
Italy or Krauce is ignorant, in tlie lirst ])lace, 
of the language of the country, the customs 
and habits of the people and the climate of the 
surrounding villages. After his arrival here he. 
cannot move a step forAvard unless he is ac- 
quainted Avith those things. By the time he 
is able to understaml all these things it AA'ill 
take a year or t.Avo. I'hus there Avill be an 
additional expenditure of 20 to 25 thousand 
rupees to the Covernment. Instead of this, 
if our CloA’’eriAment. sends three or four qualified 
edueated young men, some to Japan and some 
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to Italy or France, they may conie back well 
trained in the same period of two years. I’o 
this the Italian Vice-Consul replied that instead 
of sending a numl)er of young men to foreign 
countries, if an Expert were got and a regular 
Sericultural School Avere opened, some hundreds 
of boys in Mysore would be trained. But J 
argued that yoimg men from Mysore to Japan, 
Italy or France would have the opportunity 
of seeing the various stages of growing mulberry, 
rearing silkworms, reeling, weaving and dyeing 
silk, etc., in those places. They would compare 
those methods with the methods of their own 
country and pay particular attention to the 
defects that lie with us. 

After completing their coui-se, they might 
go round the covmtries and sec; how the big 
filatures are nianagcjd there ; know how Silk 
Associations are carried on and the principles on 
which business is c.arried on there and learn how 
the Coveniments of various countries help tfjeir 
ryots. With lull experiencie of those things 
they return to Mysore and prove very useful 
to their country, just as the Medical, Forest, 
and Electrical Officers have come back to the 
advantage of’ our country. 
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They could help the vyots. could open filatures 
and could easily train hundreds of boys. Then 
the Vice-donsul saitl that lie had very little time 
before him as he was on his way to Maddur, 
and promised that after reaching Bangalore, 
he would consult with Mr. Iv. Subba Rao, and 
wire to me to go there, where he said, we could 
dismiss the subject at large. But 1 never heard 
anything from him afterwards. 

After writing so much, I respectfully beg to 
bring to the notice of the officials that I am a 
very old merchant of silk. I depend on this 
trade for my living. 1 spent seven years in 
investigating silk affairs by visiting important 
Silk Centres in India at my own cost and gathered 
much experience. Nothing more than what I 
stated before Messrs. Sambasiva Iyer and K. 
Subba Rao has yet been investigated about silk 
though thousands of rupees of the Government 
have already been spent. 

Lately Mr. Chatterton spent some thousands 
of rupees in buying cocoons for reeling good silk 
in Tata's Farm. 

It is a matter to be considered whether, when 
the whole country is infected, crop after crop 
is failing, and the financial condition of the ryot 



86 


is becoming worse, and worse the getting of a few 
pounds of first class silk is useful in any way or 
whether it helps the ryot or the country in any 
way. Instearl of spending time, energy and 
money in this way how nice it would have been 
if we had tried to find out 

1. Why our silk is not sold in other markets ? 

What are its remedies 

2. Why our silk becomes costly '? 

3. Our silk waste is sold for ten lakhs here ; 

the same is sold for 40 lakhs in other 
markets, why not we ourselves get this 
price '! 

4. The raw silk after going from our hands 

umlergoes many changes, such as re- 
reeling, bleaching, dyeing, and weaving. 
The wages paid for these processes come 
to nearly the cost price of one seer of 
silk for one seer, why not we try to get 

these wages to our meii ^ 

5. How to supply water to our mulberry 

gardens ? 

(). How to make “Mushruv”, “Gulbadan”, 
“Damas” , “Velvet” and other silk 
cloths, and also how to prepare lace ? 

7. How to open seed depots and supply seeds 
free from disease to ryots ? 



87 


If Silk Associations had been forniod to re- 
Jttove disease from the silkworms in every village, 
weekly Meetings were held and Sevicnilturivl 
Inspectors directed to take })art in them, speeches 
were delivered, improved scienlific methods 
were sliown to the ryots in their own places, 
examinations of the progress were made in every 
village by the higher officem regularly by per- 
sonal visits (not by reports of subordi- 
nates) how iisetul these things would have 
proved 1 

Rven now nothing is lost. There is much 
more to be done. What I beg to say is that 
when the (lovernmeut is bent upon improving 
the position of its poor ryots and is prepared 
to spend lakhs of rupees and make laws and 
regulations for this purpose, why not the oflicials, 
by whom the machine of the (Jovernment is 
put into motion, join with the leading ex- 
perienced merchants and non-officials, having 
interest in various trades, till the officials are ex- 
perienced in such matters, and both the officials 
and non-officials become one body for one com- 
mon object 1 It is only then that the prosperity 
and the financial development of the coimtry 
is expected — 1912-1913.” 
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The Bangalore District Board. - [ was ap- 
pointed in Novend)er 1912, a Non-official Repre- 
sentative on the Bangalore District Board by 
Notification No. 3249, L.R. 79-12-6. 

Assistance to the Italian Consul, Bombay. — 
On the 20th May 1913, Mr. K. Subba Rao, 
the then Secretary to the Agricultural Oom- 
njittee, requested me to render all necessary 
help to Signor E. Stella, Assistant to the Italian 
Consul, Bombay, who went to Chennapatna 
to study all aspects of Sericulture. He added 
‘It is the Uewan’s desire that all possible help 
may be given to Signor E. Stella in his work.* 

Bank of Mysore, Branch, Chennapatna, 
1913.— On the 30th December 1913, Mr. W. C^. 
Rose, Manager, Bank of Mysore, wrote to me that 
at a meeting of the Board of Directors held on 
the 18th December, I was appointeil Agent of 
the Bank of Mysore, Chennapatna. This ap- 
pointment I have been holding all along. 

Government Silk Rearing Room, Chenna- 
patna. — The following Official Memorandum 
No. 657-3 dated 22/23 October 1914, from the 
Secretary, Mysore ’Economic Conference, will 
show how I co-operated with the Government 
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from the commencement of tlieir SerituiUural 
operations at Cliennapatna. 

“ Read letter No. 647 dated idth August 1914, 
from the Secretary, Agricultural ('ommittee, 
proposing that a monthly rent of lis. 45 may 
be fixed for the entire building at Cliennapatna 
with open ground, etc., where the (lovernment 
Silk Rearing Room is located and that sanction 
may be accorded for the payment of the rent 
at the rate of Rs. 25 from January 1914 till the 
end of July and at Rs, 45 tiiercafter as Mr. 
Signor JMari, Silk Expert, has signified Ids 
consent to contribute a sum of Rs. 20 towards 
the rent from January till the end of July 1914 
as he luul taken posse.s.sion of the building for 
his private use during that period. 

Order thereon. — “Sanction is accorded to the 
payment of the rent at the rate of Rs. 25 per 
mensem from January till the end of July 1914 
and at the rate of Rs. 45 thenceforward. 

2. “The Sericultural Inspectors in charge of 
the Silk Farm at (Miennapatna are allowed to 
live on the premises free of rent for a period of 
one year.'’ 

Mysore Silk Association. -- It was longthought 
necessary to get up an Association for the 
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development of the silk industry and the ap- 
pointment of Signor W. Mari as Silk Expert 
gave impetus to the idea. The Association was 
formed on the 2nd April 1914 under very good 
auspices. A special pandal was put up in front 
oi the Expert's office wliere a large gathering 
was present. Tlie late 8irdar Sir M. Ivantaraj Urs, 
O.S.T., then Member of Cotincil, presided. In 
welcoming the gentleman 1 read the following 
address : - 

“Sirdar Saheb and (tEntlemen, 

ft is over 100 years now that Tippu Sultan 
got Mulberry cuttings from China and Bengal 
and introdin-ed the ait of rearing silkworms in 
this State. Whatever silk was produced was 
utilized by the Iloyal household in the Capital, 
Seringapatam. We do not know what his own 
intentions were in the mattei', but this industry 
was the soiu'ce of income to great many of his 
peojile after his death. For about 12 years 
after the fall of Seringapatam, no one paid any 
attention to this industry. But there was one 
man who had the necessary wisdom to think 
ahead and who felt the pulse of the times, to 
whom alone tliis industry appealed as the one 
which would become a great industry in future ; 
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and this man was the famous Pumiah the 
Great, then Naibius-Sultauath. To attain liis 
object of seeing this indnstry developed cm 
proper lines, he chose a man in whom he liad 
great faith and tliis man was my great-grand- 
father Peer Moliammad Sahib. He, with his 
knowledge and experience, ])erformed his duties 
so well that his Patron was more tlian satisfied. 
By God’s grace my family has at all times, 
whenever there was necessit.y, liclped to deve- 
lop this particular art of rearing worms and 
reeling silk. What they liavo done for tire 
last 100 years in this cause is a matter of history^ 
Fifty years ago when an Italian gentleman 
Major A. P. De Veeche wanted to introduce 
Italian breeds of womis he had to de]x?nd 
for support and help on us and this fact is re- 
corded in the books and accounts of our Firm, 
which Avere examined with patriotic pride by 
Dr. Gorio,the Italian Consul-fleneral at Bombay, 
who AA’as pleased to pay a visit to my house 
last week. That great Captain of Industry, 
the Paisi Merchant ]’rin(;e of Bombay, the late 
Mr. J. N. 'I’ata, Avho had the ambition of reeling 
Mysore Silk for the foreign markets, was sent 
to my late uncle with Mr. V. P. Madhava Rao 
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by that “remarkable Statesman” Sir K. Seshadri 
Iyer. The present Tata Farm in Bangalore 
is the standing monument of the deliberations 
of those three worthies who are no more with us, 
I mean Sir K. Seshadri Iyer, Mr. J. N. Tata 
and my late uncle Sowcar Mustaii Sahib. 
What practical help we were able to render him 
and what suggestions he had are not forgotten 
even now by gentlemen like j\lr. V. P. Madhava 
Kao, the presenti Dewan of Baroda and Mr. 
H. J. Bhabha, the late Inspector-deneral of 
Education. A few years back when the industry 
began to show signs of decay, it fell to my humble 
lot to bring it to the serious notice of our Gov- 
ernment. tl was 

Years of Decadence. “Sirdar Saheliipital, 
the present decline, Avhen the worms bdgan to 
die in great numbers, I began to fear that the 
last days of silk in Mysore had come and the 
future generation would only read in histories of 
silk in Mysore as an industry that once existed 
in this State. But thank God luy persistent 
efforts to bring this fact to the notice of the 
Government were not in vain. I was always 
harping on the same tune. Three Dewans, 
Mr. V. P. Madhava Kao, Mr. T. Ananda Kao 
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and Mr. Visvesvaraya, were approached by n\e. 
I was heard at last and heard well but not 
too late. It may not be out of place to tell 
you, gentlemen, that this worm emerging from 
the forest 4,000 years ago began to be domesti- 
cated by no less a person than a Royal Princess 
of China. From that period it has always 
been foirnd, fed and petted by Royal hands in 
all countries. When it was introduced into 
Central Asia and Europe, it had again Royal 
rearers. Even in Mysore it was introduced 
at the special Royal request of 'I'ippu fSultau, 
the then Ruler of the State. When such is the 
past history of the Prince-like worm, it had a 
real grievance when it was neglerded and left 
in the background in Mysore, f think this 
slight was keenly felt by the worm and the 
consequent sorrow weighed heavily u])on its 
mind with the result that the worm has fallen 
a prey to several maladies, like Pebrine, 
Grassaiie and Flatcherri. Nature, the all-power- 
ful mother, must have heard with pain the 
wailings of this favourite child of hers and in 
finding out a remedy might have inspired our 
kind-hearted gracious Ruler to find means to 
eradicate the diseases. The Doctor, I think, 
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is tte Economic Couforencc of Mysore. This 
complaint of the worms was communicated 
to the Royal ears by the Coiiferonoe anthorities. 

Increasing Demand. “Birdar Saheb, it is a 
well-known fact that middle and lower class 
people throughout the world now-a-days prefer 
silk clothes for cotton fabrics. Thus the de- 
iiunul for silk is increasing daily in all countries, 
every nation and (jovernment is busy in 
producing sis much silk as it consumes in its 
own territories. To watch this industry and to 
find out methods new and markets, every silk 
promoting countr)’^ has one or more Bilk Associa- 
tions or Syndicates which receive substantial 
financial aid by way of subsidies and payments of 
the .salaries of experts engaged in investigations. 

“With this object in view we were trying to 
form such an organization in Mysore. Wo 
were not quite successful till to-day, with your 
presence the Royal worm is bound to be pleased 
Uiid its maladies will ccrt.ainly disappear. 

Looking Ahead. — “The work of the Associa- 
tion is also bound to help the large number of 
Bericulturists of this Province. We are assured 
of your sjTupathy and of substantial aid from 
the (loverument. With such favourable signs 



95 


and hopes, the industry is bound to regain its 
prestige, if not, to become stronger than what 
it was once. I cannot afford to forgot on an 
occasion like this the sympathetic Jielp and 
encouraging words of our far-seeing and patriotic 
Dewau 8ahil), Sir M. Yisvcisvaraya, wlio has 
often heard me with a patience worthy t>f a 
great Administrator and given me suilicient 
hope of solid help to develop the ijulustry. 
One practical proof of this sympathy is the 
entertainment of Air. VVashijigton Alari, the 
Silk Expert, from Italy. This gentleman has 
already commenced his work in the Farm here 
and it is Avith great pleasure that 1 have to 
inform this asseuddy that two successful crops 
ol Mysore worms A\cre reared by him tliough 
be had this year of abnormal heat to contend 
against. If the tainted wonus could be re- 
placed by healthy worms, we can certainly 
congratulate oui-selves and can confidently tell 
our brother sericidturists that, the day of eur 
salvation is at hand. 

Acknowledgments.— “ No Avoids of mine can 
sufficiently describe tlie sjunpathetic attitude 
of the Chairman of the Agricultural Committee, 
Mr. K. S. Dorasaini Iyer, Avho sent me round 
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3. “The Secretary, Economic Contereuce, 
the Director, Industries and Commerce, the 
Secretary, Industries and Commerce Committee 
and such other officers as are empowered by 
the Industries and Commerce Committee in 
this behalf, ^vill be entitled to inspect the Fila- 
ture and its accounts at any time during its 
Working hours. 

4. “The machinery, fittings and other appli- 
ances will remain the property of the Govern- 
ment and should be maintained by the Associa- 
tion in good working order. 

5 . “The Director of Industries and (kmuncrce 
is requested to communicate this order to the 
Silk Association and submit a report to Govern- 
ment after the transfer is effected. 

6. “The charges on this account will be 
met from the provision made for working the 
Filature during the current year. 

7. “A quarterly report on the working of 
the Filature will be submitted to the Director 
of Industries and Commerce, who will send it 
up to Government with his remarks, if any." 

On the 28th December 1915, the Government 
passed the following Order : — 
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Order No. 3006—10/A & 1. 4-15-5, Bangalore 
dated, 28th December 1915. 

“The report states that work was begun on 
the 18th May 1915, after effecting the necessary 
repairs to the reels and otlier applian(!es in the 
Filature, that at present J I reels are working and 
6 are under repair, that out of the 11 reels, 8 
are being worked on a coinmercial basis and three 
are being used for training fresli reelers. 

2. “The Association has purchased 2,191 lbs. 
of cocoons and reeled I.GII lbs. and have on 
hand 580 lbs. of steamed cocoons. The Associ- 
ation has employed a Manager to supervise 
the work and a clerk to keep accounts and two 
servants for supplying water to the boiler and 
basins and turn the wheels. The reelers are 
employed on monthly wages. 

3. “The amount of silk and silk waste 
obtained and the anioimt realized by their 
sale have not been mentioned. Future reports 
should contain aU such essential particulars and 
the total monthly cost of maintaining the 
Filature. 

4. “The amount of lis. 60 per month 
granted for six months to the Association may 
be immediately paid by the Director, of 
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to tour in all the silk taluks to enlist the sympa- 
thies of those of my brethren who had any 
interest in Sericulture. It is but natural that 
as the worthy son of that great father, he must 
help us in the cause which was near to his heart. 

“The personal interest that is taken by the 
other Ooveniment Officers especially Mr. (■. S. 
Balasundaram lyev, Mr. K. Chanel y, Mr. P. F. 
Bowring and Mr. K. Subba Kao, cannot but 
help the advance of the industry, and it is a 
happy augury that most of the (lovernment 
Officers whom we had invited have come here 
on this auspicious occasion personally’ to show 
that they are really helping us. 

“I convey to these gentlemen the thanks of 
all the sericulturists of the Province and of 
Kollegal and trust they will continue their 
advice and sympathies unabated. 

"Before I conclude 1 wish to acknowledge 
publicly with thanks the great help rendered 
to me on all occasions for the past few years 
by a brother silk-man Mr. M. C. Srikantiah, 
the representative in Mysore of Messrs. B. (1. 
(lorio and florapany of Bombay and Milan. 

“ Sirdar Saheb, I crave permission now to 
thank you on behalf of myself and my family 
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for the great honour conferred on us by accept- 
ing our invitation to preside on this occasion. 
Your presence has, [ <uin assure you, certainly 
added to the dignity of the occasion and I beg 
you to convey to H. H. the Maharaja Saheb 
Bahadur and H. H. the Yuvaraja Saheb Bahadur 
the loyal and humble respect of this Assembly, 
(Cheers.) 

“ Finally you can assure Their Highnesses 
that what little we are able to do to help the Silk 
Industry we will always do and that our efforts, 
we trust, will not go in vain.’' (Applause.) 

Silk Expert’s Speech. Signor Washington 
Mari, Silk Expert, in Mysore, next spoke as 
follows : — 

“ Gentlemen, 

I have much pleasure in welcoming all of 
you to-day to the Government Silk Farm on 
the occasion of the opening of the Mysore Silk 
Association. There is very great need in Mysore 
for such an organization. In Italy, where the 
Silk Industry is flourishing, we have one assotda- 
tion of men who prepare the seeds and another 
association among those who reel the silk. The 
members pay a subscription of Rs. 12 a year 
each. The members regulate the prices of seed 
7 
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cocoons, of the mulberry leaves and fix the 
percentage of moisture in the cocoons and in the 
raw silk. 

“ The Association represents to the Grovern- 
ment the wants of the members, llecently 
at the instance of the Association tra-i-seetnai 
'(Association among the producers of eggs) 
the Italian (Tovcrnment have deputed my 
younger brother, Benito Mari, Barrister-at-Law, 
who is engaged in our Silk Farm, to China at 
(rovernment expense for fiiuling out the different 
races of silkworms in China. 

“1 am sure, if the Mysore Silk Association 
only does practical work, the Mysore (Govern- 
ment would give the xAssociation every possible 
help. I shall always be glad to assist the 
Association in their work. 

“ 1 am very thankful to Sirdar M. Kanta- 
raj Urs, our Chairman and other officers for 
the trouble they have taken in coming here.” 

Chairman’s Speech. — Sirdar M. Kantaraj 
Urs spoke as follows ; — 

“ CrENTLEMEN, 

Advantages of Sericulture. — ^Wc are a.ssem- 
bled here to-day to inaugurate a movement of 
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no small importance in the history of Seri- 
culture of our State. The silk industry is, 
as you are aware, one of the most valuable 
assets of the Mysore State, and to tlie ryots 
and merchants, it is reported to bring on the 
whole, not less than a crore of rupees a year 
even on a modest cahuilation, thougli it is 
at present confined only to parts of the four 
Districts, Bangalore, Turakur, Kolar and 
Mysore. The cultivation of mull)errv, if proper 
water facilities exist and if tlui silkworms 
come iij) well, is a very paying <;oncern. The 
peculiar iwlvantage of sericulture is that it 
gives employment to the ryot who plants the 
mulberry, the men and women who rear the 
worms, the small capitalist and the labourer 
who reel the cocoons and the merchants engaged 
in the silk trade, not to speak of the weavers 
who use silk in the manufacture of pure or 
mixed silk fabrics. To all these people the 
industry brings in proportionate wages, income 
and prolits within the short spa<;e of 40 to 4.5 
days. 

Conditions in Mysore. “While in other seri- 
(jultural countries there is only one crop a year, 
our country is exceptionally fortunate in having 
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from three to eight crops annually. The Mysore 
ryots are attached to the industry for genera- 
tions past with a devotion and earnestness 
which is highly commendable. The Mysore 
Silk has an established reputation not only in 
the markets of India but even hi the foreign 
markets of London and Paris provided that 
it is of high quality. Mysore Silk is exported 
largely to South India, Hyderabad, the Bombay 
Presidency and even to Benares. You are 
aware that a few years ago a well-known Prench 
Firm had established a filature on the bordera 
of our State and was regularly exporting large 
quantities of cocoons to Bengal. The export 
of silk waste is by no means a negligible quantity. 

“ You will thus see in what a variety of ways 
sericulture is profitable and what a large number 
of people depend upon it for their mamtenance, 
and how fortunes are at times made by it. 
Such an important industry is certainly worth 
the serious attention as much of the Govern- 
ment as of the people. 

Future Prospects of the Industry. — “ Silk 
and silk fabrics have been held in great sanctity 
in India from time immemorial. And to-day 
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the world over the demand for silk and silk 
fabrics is ever increasing. There is, therefore, 
an unlimited scope for competition. 

Our Backward Condition.- Other parts of 
the world have made rapid strides in the adop- 
tion of improved methods and appliances in the 
manufacture of silk and silk fabrics ; while 
we, in Mysore, are yet following the same old 
methods which prevailed so far back as a 
century ago, if not more. Our ryots are 
illiterate and conservative. Our people are 
not conscious yet of the advantages tcj l)e de- 
rived from tlie use of modern machinery, the 
houses in which the worms are reared are dark, 
narrow, ill- ventilated and insanitary. Our ap- 
pliances for rearing worms and reeling silk are 
erude and primitive. Among our merchants 
there is not the same spirit of co-operation and 
enterprise as that which prevails among the 
merchants of the West. The capital which is 
invested by the people in sericulture is com- 
paratively insignificant to what other enter- 
prising nations have invested in it. Conse- 
quently, the industry is slowly but surely 
declining and it is said that from 30 to 45 per 
cent of each crop is Ijeing lost. 
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Efforts Now Made by Government.- “1'his 
indeed a very sad state of things calling for 
iininediate attention on the part of those inter- 
ested in the well-being of the noble indnstry.. 
It is, therefore, the Government have, in the 
past 3 or 4 years, adopted special measures for 
helping the people in developing the industry. 
The Agricultural Committee have employed 
trained Inspectors, to explain improved methods 
to the ryots and are publishing from time to 
time valuable literature both in English and 
Kannada languages. 

“Recently the Government have appointed 
an Italian Expert of great fame in the person 
of Signor Wasliiiigton Mari who, as you knowr 
is organizing his Central Farm in the very 
place where we have met to-day. His first 
aim is to establish seed depots and distribute 
disease-free eggs to the ryots. He is carrying 
on important experiments and we wish him 
every success in his efforts. 

“The Director of Industries and Commerce 
has opened a Silk Filature in this town. Thus 
Chennapatna promises to become a great edu- 
cational and experimental Centre in seri- 
culture. 
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Tata’s Farm. “The late Parsi Millionaire 
patriot, Mr. J. N. Tata, was one of the earliest 
pioneers in the silk industry in Mysore, and his 
farm, which is now managed by the Salvation 
Army, is doing valuable work at Bangalore, 
and they aie, I learn, optming a branch at 
Closepet very soon. 

Silk Association. -‘Tt seems to me, therefore, 
that it is vow opportnne for you to organize 
a Silk Association anrl to locate its headquarters 
at Chennapatna. Fn fact such a body should 
have come into existence several years ago. 
T’liere is great deal of useful work before 
the Association which, if well organized and 
well carried out, ought to be the means of 
bringing to the members and the people a 
great deal of wealth. No amount of trouble 
or expenditure can be considered too much 
to place sericulture on a satisfactory basis* 
This must primarily be the concern of the leaders 
of the people engaged in the industry. If you 
take the lead in the matter, you can rely upon 
the sympathetic aid of Government. T have 
already described to you the measures adopted 
by the Government, but unless you yourselves 
do your share of the work first and then ask 
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for Government help, it will be impossible to 
achieve any enduring results. The great dangers 
you should bear in mind and guard against 
are such as internal factions, petty jealousies, 
sectarian bias and lethargic habits. 

“I wish your Association a long and vigoroius 
life, and I hope it will prove an active and useful 
body. 

“Your draft rides just now read to us are 
simple and practical and ought to work well. 
I can assure you that His Highness the Maharaja 
and His Highness the Yuvaraja as also the 
Dewan (who by the way desired me to convey 
Ids best wishes to you for the success of your 
Association) will be immensely pleased to hear 
that the Mj^ore Silk Association has been 
started and that it enters upon its work in a 
spirit of hope and earnestness. 1 shall certainly 
submit to His Higlmess the Maharaja your 
sentiments of loyalty and devotion you desire 
me to convey. 

“I congratulate all the members of the Asso- 
ciation who have come from far and near, 
upon the success of this function and especially 
Mr. Abdul Quddus who has taken immense 
trouble in organizing the Association and in 
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making all the preliminary arrangements. He 
is a member of the Agricultural Committee 
and has appropriately derived a great deal of 
help from Mr. K. Subba Kao, the Secretary to 
the Agricultural Ccimmittee. Mr. Subba Kao 
has made a special study of the subject and I 
have no doubt he will continue to render all 
possible aid to the Association in its work and 
represent yoiu’ needs in an effective manner to 
the Agricultural Committee and the Govern- 
ment. It now only remains for me to wish 
your Associatuni oivce moi’e all success and 
prosjierity and thank you for the honout you 
have done me in asking me to preside."’ (Pro- 
longed Cheers.) 

Grant from Government.- -Government, on 
the r2th Dec^eraber 1914, passed an order from 
which the following extracts are taken : — 

“The Government will be pleasetl to sanc- 
tion grants to the Mysore Silk Association 
upto the amount collected by way of private 
subscriptions and upto a limit of Rs. 500 a year 
on the following conditions : — 

(a) “The programme of work of the Associa- 
tion should be submitted to Government for 
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approval beforehand and the amount spent 
according to the approved programme. 

(6) “An annual report of work done should 
be submitted to the Government before the 
3lst July of each succeeding year. 

(c) “ The grant will be liable to be cancelled 
if sufficient work has not, in their opinion, 
been done.” 

Sir M. Visvesvaraya’s Reference. On the 

20th March 191G, while on a visit to Chenna- 
patna, the then Dewan Sir M. Visvesvaraya in 
his reply to the several addresses presented to 
him, referred to the Association as follows : — 

“The improvement of Sericmlture is a sub- 
ject of outstanding importance to this part of 
the country. You are aware that Government 
have, taken active steps in the matter and I 
am als(j glad that an influential Association 
has l)een formed under the guidance of public- 
sph’ited citizens like Mr. Abdul Quddus to pro- 
mote the Industry,” 

Closing of the Association. — In spite of my 
best efforts I was not able to keep alive the 
Association longer than the year 1917 owing 
to the want of response from the capitalists 
and ryots engaged in sericulture. 
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Examination of Sericultural Students.- The 

Agricultural Committee were training students 
in the I'ata's 8ilk Farm on scliolarships and in 
the periodical examinations which took place, 
T took part at the request of the (Joiumittee* 

Silk Filature. The (1 overmnent sanctioned ■ 
temporarily the transfer of the Bilk Filature on 
certain concessions and conditions, whicdi are 
contained in the following Order of the Oovern- 
ment dated the 25)th March 1915. 

Order No. 3611-IG/A & 1. 7-14-19, dated 
the 29th March 1916. 

“ Covernment consider it dcsirahlc to entrust 
the working of the Filature to private manage- 
ment for some time and are acconlingly pleased 
to direct that the Bilk Filature be handed over 
to the Bilk Association at Chennapatna tempo- 
rarily for a period of 2 years on the following 
conditions : — 

1. “A grant of lis. 60 per mensem will be 
given by Grovemmeiit for a period of six months 
for the upkeep of the Filature. 

2 . “The servi(^es of the Operator in charge 
of the Boiler will be transferred to the Silk 
Association, his pay being met by the Associa- 
tion. 
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rnduatries and Commerce out of the Budget 
for the Department. 

6. “The President of the Association re- 
quests that the grant of Rs. 60 given at pre.sent 
may be enhanced and continued for some time 
more on the ground that the Filature has j ust 
begun to attract attention and that tlie train- 
ing of students involves waste of silk. The 
Secretary, Agricultural Committee, is requested 
to submit definite proposals on the. above 
after inspecting the Filature. 

6. “The Silk Assocnation should regard it 
as a prhuary duty to supply silk of suitable 
quality to the Government Weaving Factory 
at market rates on previous intimation. A 
special paragraph should be devoted to tliis 
in future periodical I’eports. 

7. “A report for the quarter ending 31st 
January 1916, should l>e submitted pimotually 
through the Agricultural Committee with the 
Committee’s observations, if any.” 

The Working of the Filature entailed on 
me a loss of Rs. 3,000 and I had to close it with 
the permission of Government at the end of 
1916 and to hand over the machinery to 
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<jrovemment. The advance received from 
Government was also adjusted. 

The Siik Reeling and Twisting School. - 

With a view to improve silk reeling and twist- 
ing I opened schools for boys and girls at 
Chennapatna. The following proceedings of the 
Government of His Highness the Maharaja of 
Mysore fully explain the details thereof. 

“Letter No. 3.33 dated ‘20th July 1917 from 
the Secretary, Mysore Economict Conference, 
hmvarding copy of a letter from the Secretary, 
Agricultural (.'ommittce with copy of the reso- 
lution of tlie Agricultural Committee on the 
Scheme proposed by Mr. Abdul Quddus of 
Ghemiapatna for training boys and girls and 
especially Pardanishin women in Silk Heeling 
and 'J’wisting and also finding a market for the 
twisted silk and requesling early orders on 
the recommendation of the Committee.” 

Order No. 1581-4/A. & E. 28-17-4, Banga- 
lore, dated the loth August 1917. 

“ The Committee recommends the opening of 
2 Silk Heeling and 'JVisting Schools at Chenna- 
patna — one for the tniining of boys and the other 
for training of girls- at an estimated cost of 
Rs. 1,642, and that a sunr of Rs. 5,000 be placed 
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at the credit of Mr. Abdul Quddus on his personM 
responsibility free of interest for one year for 
the purpose of financing the commercial part 
of the scheme submitted by him. 

“The Government are pleased to sanction 
the above recommendation of the Committee 
for a period of one year. The advance may 
be made to Mr. Abdul Quddus on his personal 
security and on his agreeing to draw it in such 
amount as would be fully secured by the stock 
purchased or, .. .available for sale on which 
it will be a fresh charge, ft will also be subject 
to the condition that if the amount is kept 
unpaid beyond one year, interest will be charged 
thereon at 6j% according to Industrial Takavi 
Loan Rules. The source from which the ex- 
penditure of Rs. 1,642 will 1)0 met will be 
pointed out to the Comptroller by the Secre- 
tary, Mysore Economic Conference and a report 
on the working of the scheme should be sub- 
mitted to Government at the end of 6 months. 

“Mr. Abdul Quddus at whose instance 
the scheme has been sanctioned requests that 
he may be given a suitable (le.signation and 
proper establishment to successfully carry out 
the work under the scheme. Government 
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have considered the matter and are pleased 
to direct that Mr. Abdul Qiiddus be designated 
Honorary Supervisor of Sericulture ami be 
entitled to the same rules of Travelling Allow- 
ances as are allowed to the Members 'of the 
Agricultural Committee for all journeys per- 
formed by him as such Supervisor with the 
approval of the Secretary, Economic Conference. 

“An establishment consisting of a derk on 
Us. 25 and a peon on Us. 7 a month is sanctioned 
for the office of the Honorary Supervisor for 
a period of .six months, the c.ost thereof being 
pointed out to the Comptroller by the Secretary, 
Economic Conference. 

“Gloveninient are also pleased to allow for a 
period of one year expenditure up to a limit of 
Us. 500 for proved loss due to silk being wasted 
by the learners in the Schools. The lo.s.s will 
be certified to by the Suj)eri)itendcnt of Seri- 
culture and approved by the Secretary, Econo- 
mic (kmference whose decision will be final. 
Mr. Abdul Quddus \rtll be responsible for the 
maintenance of nec'essary registers and acicounts 
and to see that they are made available for 
inspection when recpiired.” 

8 
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Order No. 10700-703/A. & E. 84-18-8, 
Bangalore, dated the 28th April 1919. 

“The establishment of the Silk Twisting 
and Eceling Schools was sanctioned in the latter 
part of the year 1917 and the Schools have been 
continued from year to year after an examina- 
tion of the results achieved. 

2. iVlr. Abdul Quddus has now requested 
that under the circumstances reprc'sented in 
the letter read above orders may be passed 
continuing the School for a period of three 
years once for all. (government consider the 
present arrangement of continuing the Scheme 
from year to year more satisfa(;tory as it will 
allow of the results acliieved from time to time 
being watched and given Iheir due weight. 
This will moreover not in any way liamper 
Mr. (hiddus s object in starting the Institution, 
viz., to train a sufficient number of persons 
in tlie Industry to be able to start it orr a large 
scale indejrendently of the School. (Govern- 
ment also corrsider that the (Jomnicrcial section 
of the School should rrot. incur any loss of pro- 
perty as the finished produce should be able to 
fetch a higher value than the raw silk arrd it 
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should be placed as far as possible on a self- 
supporting basis. 

3. “ In order to enable Air. Abdul Quddus 
to develop the instructional side of the S<!hool, 
the number of Scholarshi|xs tenable in tlie School 
will be rai,sed from 30 to 40. The period of 
traming will be fixed ordinarily at 3 months 
but may, in special cases, subject, to the approval 
of the Superintendent, be extended to 6 months. 

4. “As regards loss caused by pupils 
tlirough want of skill in the initial stages a 
sum of Ks. 2 will be allowed to ea(di pupil who 
has undergone a complete course of training. 

5. “To assist him in maintaining regular 
accounts of the concern Mr. Abdul Quddus 
will he given an additional clerk on Ks. 15 
and a peon on Ks. 7 till the eml of December 
1919. 

6. “As Mr. Abdul Quddus has agreed to 
proviile all the capital for the pundiase of raw 
materials, the order sanctioning the loan of 
Jhi. 5,000 is cancelled. All amounts outstand- 
ing on account of the loan previously taken 
should be ailjusted before the 15th May 1919. 
Any losses tliat might have been already in- 
curred in supplying silk to learners will be 
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dealt with on the same principles as those laid 
down in para 4, namely. Rs. 2 may be paid 
for each pupil who ha>s undergone a (iourse of 
training in the School. 

7. “The School will be subject to the 
general supervision of the Superintendent of 
Sericulture as at present and all expenditure 
incurred Avill be paid after the Bills are passed 
by him. Ail reports and returns will be sent 
to him in the first instance. A half-yearly 
report on the working of the School will be 
submitted by the Superintoident of Sericul- 
ture. 

8. “ -Mr. .Abdul Qu<ldus will Ijc permitted 
to undertake?, with the previous approval of 
the Superintendent of Seric.ulture, such touis in 
the interests of the Silk Trade as may be found 
necessary within the State and allowed the 
same rates of travelling allowance as ajrproved by 
the (lovernment. 

0. •• The additional expenditure now sanc- 

tioned will be met during the cni-vent year 
from the source to be pointed by the Super- 
intendent of Sericulture.” 

Despatch of Silk to the Nizam’s Govern- 
ment. - On the 6th November 1919, the 
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Superintendent of Sericulture in Mysore wrote 
to me as follows : 

“ r thank you for having sent the different 
kinds of silks to the Registrar, Co-operative 
Societies, H. E. R. the Nizam's (Jovernment. ” 

Report on the Working of the School,--! 
submitted the following report on the working 
of the Scliool in 1919 ; 

1 l)eg to submit herewith the report of the 
(government Silk 'I’wisting School, Chemia- 
patna for the iieriod of one year (11 19 to 

31 12 19). 

“ Since the experiment of starting the School 
was undertaken by me, a good deal of initial 
difficulties, which 1 am glad to report, have dis- 
appeared and are disappearing gradually. 

“ It is a gratifying sign of the time that classes 
and communities that were not taking interest 
in industrial pursuits have begun to evince 
keen interest in the line. Mahrattas, 'I'^okka- 
ligars, Jattics, (hitragars (professional paintem), 
Darzies or tailors ami even barbers have been 
attrac'ted to take up this work and are actually 
earning a decent living by making cliapms and 
hwee in their own houses. I have taken care 
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to send tlie female instructresses to tbeir own 
homes to give training to the women without 
prejudice to their domestic work with the happy 
result that every worker without any extra 
bodily exertion is able to earn from six to eight 
annas a day for turning out a pound of liuree 
or a pound and a half of chwpms. 

“Other likely recruits must come from the 
interior (villages) and the sidjurb of Chenna- 
patna. T endeavour to gel^ more wtnkers from 
all the Mohallas (wards of the towns) and the 
news of the earning that is likely to spread 
will be to the advantage of the institution. 

“ I must frankly admit that the famine was a 
blessing in disguise so far as our work was con- 
cerned. Many a family man who would not 
have cared to train his daughter or wife to turn 
silk eagerly, took advantage of the Silk School, 
and is now thanking himself for his shrewdness. 
Our female teachers took the fullest advantage 
and went out and worked ceaselessly in new 
areas. Applications for more scholarships were 
pouring m till we were <tompelled to decline 
to receive more applications. Apart from 
Oovemment Scholarships No. 40 of two rupees 
each, I paid some scholarships on my own 
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accouiit seeing the abject poverty of tlie deserv- 
ing poor. The whole of this year prices ruled 
high and these scholarships of Rs. 2 each were 
really a godsend to many a home. 

“ There is scope for extendi»ig the work not 
only in the town but in all silk producing cen- 
tres. The present number of scholarships may 
be doubled, if not trebled and if tlui tlovern- 
ment is pleased to sanction my prayer I will see 
workers in all parts of the Municipal area. The 
future is very bright ami holds out great hopes 
and T think, as an enthusiast, it will be (uiminal 
on my j)art not to make the best of this oppor- 
tunity. 1 earnestly plead on behalf of the poor 
of this town who can be made to earn a decent 
living in the course of a few months. The 
mateiial is here, men and women are willing 
and eager to take uj) tliis work but my haiuls 
are tied for want of money. 

‘ ‘ goal is to see all Mysore Raw Silk turned 
into clothes if not re-reeled and tAvisted on the 
spot without being exported to the consuming 
centres in other parts of India. For tliis J have 
been pleading and will never cease to plead 
because T know my cause is worthy of strong 
and substantial support from Government. It 
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will be the proudest movement of my life when 
all able-bodied men and women, boys and girls 
in the silk area take up one branch of the silk 
industry not only enriching them 4 selves but 
stopping the drain that' is now going on in the 
shajie of wages earned by workers in the different 
stages of converting the raw silk into woven 
cloth. At the risk of tiring the Government 
I have triefl to put. the situation Ijefore Gov- 
ernment and I am confident that my pleadings 
will not go in vain. 

New Markets.— “I have pemonally taken the 
re-reeled silk at my cost to several parts of the 
Bombay Presidency and to C'onjeevaram and 
to Madras and found ready buyers whose hunger 
for such silks can only be satisfied if another 
100 schools of this type are opened in the Prov- 
ince. Tt is no exaggeration. Sir, but it is 
plain truth there is more nroney in the business 
for all those wdio' can venture to invest a few 
thousands. The expansion of this industry is 
sure to hit some important centres like Madura, 
Kumbakonam, Salem, Sholapur, Hubli and 
Bclgaiun. We cannot afford to be philanthropic 
when we see our raw silk snatched out of our hands 
by outsiders at a price which is ridiculously 
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low. A few more processes like re-reeling, 
twisting, bleaching and dyeing will (certainly 
bring up a very substantial money in the shape 
of wages earned. We have already on hand 
large orders from different centres which we 
cannot hope to me«t with the present number 
of trained hands. I’he only remedy seems to me 
to request some well-to-do merchants to co- 
operate with the Government and extend the 
industry in their areas. 1’heir sphere of in- 
fluence must be mapf)ed out and the Govern' 
meut must show' them by jwopaganda w'ork 
and actual demonstrations that there is money 
for them or their clients. At first if they con- 
tribute their labour for supervising the schools, 
it will be quite sufficient. 

“ They may not invest their money and risk 
any loss that a patemal Government will under- 
take in the interest of the iiidustrial advance- 
ment of its people. 'Phis happy consummation 
is possible novr and with the prospect of export- 
ing our silk to foreign markets in the near 
future. It is no dream. Sir, but if you, with 
your enthusiasm, strongly support my views, 
both the merchants and the Governnrent are 
sure to bless my suggestion. 
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New Centres. “ 1 would suggest the opening 
•of Sericultural Schools in the following places. 
I have personally visited these places and there 
had interviews with the Local (fovermnent 
Officers, the leading Silk ^Merchants anrl Heelers, 
Heads of coiiiniiiuities and finally with pros- 
pective workers also. The time is opportune 
and we must take advantage of utilizing their 
enthusiasm when starting the schools at oiuie. 
1. Close pet, 2. T. Xai-sipnr, .3. Malavalli, -t. 
Nidaghatta, 5. Floskote, (>. Hindiganal, 7. 
Kyalauoor, 8. Ivolar, 9. Nandi, 10. ChickhaHni- 
pur and 11. Kankanh.alli. 

“ I cannot close this report without acknow- 
ledging with gratitude the timely advice and 
encouragement (ihcerfully extended to me at 
all times by the Superintendent of Seiiculture.” 

Government Order thereon. —The Covern- 
ment passed the following Order on the above: — 
(fovernment Order No. 6143--o/A. & E. 
84-18-3, dated the 7th January 1919, sanctioning 
the continuance of the silk reeling and twisting 
Scihools at (!!hennapatna for further period of one 
year from 1st January 1919. 

Government Order No. 10700--703/A. & E. 
84-18-.-8, dated the 28th April 1919, sanctioning 
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■certain proposals of Mr. Abdul Quddus, Hono- 
rary Supervisor of Sericulture, for the iinprovc- 
nient of the said schools at ( 'hennapatna. 

Letter No. 1604 dated the 4th January 1920 
from the Superintendent of Sericulture, forward- 
ing copy of Mr. Abdid Quddus’s lle])ort on the 
working of the schools during the year 1919 and 
requesting that in consideration of the useful 
piu'pose the schools have been serving, sanction 
may be accorded to their continuance for another 
year from 1st January J920. 

Order No. 7362 A & K. 59-19-12, Banga- 
lore, dated the 9th February 1920. 

“Sanctioned. The ap])rcciatio)) of the Clov- 
ernment may be conveyed to Mr. Alxiul Quddus 
for the perseverance with which lie has continued 
his efforts to introduce Silk I'wisting as one of 
the industries in the State and the results so 
far attained. 

“A brief financial statement of the year’s 
operations with a balance sheet should be 
appended to future report.” 

The Closing of the School. —With the per- 
mission of the Government I had to close the 
School for want of funds in the year 1921. I 
may state that the boys and girls trained in 
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the School, about 500 in number, have profited 
by it a great deal. 

Graint of Lands to the Silk Farm, Chenna- 
patna. The following is the Order of Govern- 
ment on the subject : — 

Order No. 3035 41-A.L. 249-14-8, dated 
the 3rd Januarv 1916. 

‘'Mr. Abdul (^uddus. President of the Mysore 
Silk Association, has, on behalf of his father, 
agreed to make over the four acres of land on 
which the Government Silk Farm at Ghennapatna 
is situated imconditionally to Government with 
the well, buildings and other appurtenances' 
thereon with a vie\v' to the Farm being extended 
in order to meet the requirements of this im- 
portajit industry. Government are pleased to 
accept the offer. The Deputy Commissioner, 
Bangalore District, is requested to have a suit- 
able deed of gift executed by the donor. The 
appreciation of Government should be con- 
veyed both to Sowcar Mr. Mohammad Hyder 
Sahib and Mr. Sowcar Abdul Quddus for their 
generous offer and they are also pleased to 
direct that a suitable tablet may be put upon 
the Farm to mark the Gift. The lands and 
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buildings will be returned to the donor on pay- 
ment of a reasonalde price to be fixed by the 
Deputy Commissioner for improvements effec.t- 
ed, should the Fann be (dosed at any time. 

2. “The Secretary, Agricultural Committee, 
is requested to arrange in consultation with 
the Deputy Commissioner to take cdiarge of 
the lands and buildings and submit the pro- 
posals of the Committee for the proper utiliz- 
ation of the buildings.” 

Reference by Sir M. Visvesvaraya.- On June 
9, 1916, Sir M. Visvcsvaraya in his address to 
the Economic ('Oiiference referred to the above 
gift as follows 

“Tlie Agricultural Committee lias given si)e- 
cial attention to the development of sericailture. 
The services of Signor W. Mari who carried on 
preliminary investigations in 1914 have been 
re-employed. The constnudion of a Rearing 
School has been sanctioned at ( thennapatna, 
where the Central Fann which is the gift of a 
local merchant will be developed to supply 
disease-free eggs on a large scale.” 

Further Gift. -I offered a find her gift of about 
3 acres of land to Government who were plea,se<l 
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to accept it as shown in the following Order of 
Government : — 

JKead : — ■ 

“Government Order No. 6290 -1 /A. & I. 
158-15-3, dated the 2nd May 1916, sanctioning 
the proposal of the Secretary, Economic Con- 
ference, to take on lease for a period of three 
years, for the Chennapatna SericuH ural Farm, 
five acres out of 9 acres and 7 guntas of land 
belonging to Mr. Abdul Quddus at the rate of 
Rs. 40 per acre. 

2. “Letter No. 1981, dated the 26th Septeiu- 
s. No. 10, extent |)er 1918 from the Secretary to 

8 guntas. 

Portion of s. No. the Econoiuic* (WfereiK'e. recoin- 

11, extent 39 gun- ^ i 

tas. niendiiig sanction to tlic proposal 

cx^^t^T ^ 4101^30 of the Superintcnclent of Serioiil- 
^“Remaining por- turc to accept the gift now oft’ered 
by Mr. Abdul Quddus of the lauds 
noted in the margin, measuring 2 acres and 
37 guntas in extent out of the lajids already 
Whole of s. Nos. f^ken on lease and to take on 
extent ^6 for a period of ten years 

acres 18 guntas. other laiuls of liis as noted in the 
margin measuring 6 acres and 18 guntas at an 
annual rental of Rs. 350.” 



127 


Order thereon No. 3769 8/ A. & E. 97-18-2, 

Bangalore, dated the 6tli November 1918. 

“Government are pleased to direcit that the 
gift of lands noted above ofl’onHl by Mr. Abdul 
Quddus for the Sericultuial Fann at Chenna- 
patna be accepted and their thanks conveyed 
to Mr. Abdul Quddus for the gift. 'I'hey are 
further pleased to sanction the j)roposal of the 
tSinierintendcnt to take on lease the other lands 
noted in the margin nu'asuring (5 acres and 18 
guntas at an annual rental of Us. S-W for 10 
years in the first instance, subject to the con- 
dition that when the leased laud is given up 
by (lovernment at any time. i\lr. .\bdul Quddus 
shall be liable to pay half the (;ost of the value 
imparted by permanent iniproviunents and that 
he shall have -no claim to the usufruct of the 
trees excepting the right, to remove dead wood. 
The amount which may be required over and 
above that already provided in the current 
year’s budget For the [impose will be met by 
re-appropriation and pi’ovision made for tliis 
in the future budget.” 

Gold Medal for Commerce. With a view 
to encourage the study of Commerce by the 
students of (hennapatna High School, I have 
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offeretl the award of a Gold Medal annually 
to any student of the High Sehool who comes 
first in the State in Commerce from Chenna- 
patna from the year 1920. 

Putting up the Memorial Tablet. On the 
15th April 1923 the function of putting up the 
Tablet was performed under the presidency 
of Mr, Mir Hum/a Hussein Sahib, B.A., B.L., 
Meml)er of Council, in the presence of a large 
assembly of Officers and Non-officials and mer- 
chants who had arrived from different parts 
of the State and the adjoining British Districts. 

Address to Member of Council.-- f presented 
the Councillor with the following address : — 
Respected Sir, 

“ The rare privilege of meeting you- one of 
the most esteemed members of the Mohammedan 
Community of the Mysore Uaj on this memor- 
able ()ccasiou, lias devolved on me, as the senior 
surviving son of the late Sowcar Mohammad 
Hyder Sahib of Chennapatna, who, in the year 
1915, agreed to make over the four acres of land 
on which the Goverjimcnt f'Cntral Silk Farm 
at Chennapatna was situated unconditionally 
with the wejl, buildings and other appurtenances 
thereon with a view to the Farm being extended 
in order to meet the requirements of Sericulture. 
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On the 3rd January 1916 CTOverninent were 
pleased to accept the proposal and ordered the 
-appreciation of riovernnient to be conveyed to 
my father and to myself for the offer and were 
also pleased to tlirect that a suitable Tablet 
be put up on the Farm to mark tlie Gift. 

2. “ It is only now after the e.vpiiy of seven 
veal’s from the date of the Government Order, 
that it has been found possible to give full eff ect 
to tlie wishes of Government. IJie inscription 
on the tablet as suggested by Government bears 
testimony to ‘the long connection with t^ri- 
cultuval Industry of the Mustan Family* and it 
will therefore be appropriate to refer biiefly to a 
few historical fa<’ts bearing on the subject. 

3. '‘In the beginning of the 19th (Vntury, 
about the year 1802-1803, my great grand- 
father Mr. Peer Mohammad who was the first 
to emigrate into Mysore from Bijapur during 
the wars between the Peshwas and llyder Ali 
and Tippn t^ultan was asked by Srimanth 
Purniah, the then Naibius-Sultanath, to take 
Mulberry (Sittings from Dhangur in Malavalli 
Taluk to Chennapatna and rear Silkivorms. 
This was the origin of the industry in ( 'hcnna- 
patna and it has thus a history of 121 years 

9 
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beliincl it. From that date to the present 
hour my family has been intimately connected 
with the growth and development of the in- 
dustry, in its four-fold aspc*cts of cultivation 
of Mulberry, rearing of Silkworms, reelmg of 
silk Jind the sale of the finished product. 

4. “The result of the systematu; efforts 
made l>y the membci's of the Mustan family 
from 1802-03 to introduce the industry in 
various parts of the State by sending trained 
men and Mulljerry Cuttings, has lan tie splendid 
fruits, and to-day the output of silk in the 
State is estimated on an avera,ge from 50 to 
60 lakhs of rupees a year, of whi(di about one- 
fourth passes through Ohennapalna, one of the 
important centres of silk industry and t.rade. 

5. “The Miustan family has accounts and 
ledgers of the silk trade, continuously from 
1232 Hijira. The family gave a helping hand 
to Major A. P. De Veeche, the famous Italian 
Ex|X5rt, who opened a Silk Filature at Kengeri 
and introduced Italian seeds. From 1895-98 
Mr. J. N. Tata, the great Paini millionaire and 
patriot who laboured hard to nwive the Seri- 
cultural industry in the State by importing Ja- 
panese Experts, was in close correspondence with 
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tlie members of the Mustaii family in regard 
to experiments from time to time and often 
tendered his thanks for the prompt response 
accorded to tlie reciuisitions n'coived froni him 
or liis agents. Lately in wlien the 

silkworms were threatened by tlie out-break 
of J’ebrine, 1 went to (iah-iitta and with the 
help of the then Dcnvan Mr. V. 1*. Madliava 
Jiao, C.I.E., f. visited tlie well-known (ilature 
of Messrs, ilasham Arid' and Hi-others and also 
saw the Mulberry gardens of Messrs. Louise 
Payne & Co., of Mui'shadabad and submitted 
to the Lcwan a report of my investigations. 

G. “Jt was oidy when Ilis Highness the 
Maharaja Saheb gra<‘iuusly established the 
Economic Conference in 1911 that this imjwrt- 
ant . Industry was systematically taken up by 
Government for inv(‘stigation anil impiove- 
ment and since then I have been in close 
touch with the various officers of Government. 
The Silk Farm of Cheiinapatna was started 
in my family lauds in 1913 -14, gifted to Govern- 
ment unconditionally and it was in tliis Farm 
that the first and the most important experi- 
ments were conducted by the Italian Expert 
Signor AV. Mali with the able co-operation and 
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incessant attention of Mr. K. Subba Hao, the 
first Secretary to the Agricnltural Committee. 

7. ‘‘In April 1914 the Silk As.sociation was 
opened by Sirdar (Sir) M. Kantaraj IJrs, wlio 
referred to the Silk industry as one of the most 
valuable assets of the Mysore State, to the 
traditional atta('hmont of the Mysore ryots 
to the iuduslry, to the backward condition of 
the industry in iMysore owing to 'adherence to 
the old methods and the conservatism and 
illiteracy of the ryots and the primitive and 
crude state of appliances of rearing worms and 
reeling silk. He assured the public of the best 
wishes of His Highness the Maharaja and 
His Highness the Yuvaraja towards the sncc.ess 
of my efforts. 'I’he Sirdar concluded his in- 
spiring speech thus: -“T congratulate all the 
members of the Association atid • especiallv 
iMr. Abdul ()ud(lus who has taken immense, 
trouble in orgaaiizing the Association and in 
mak-ing all the preliminary arrangements. Fie 
is a member of the Agricultural Committee and 
has appropriately derived a great, deal of help 
from Mr. K. Subba Kao, the S(‘cret.ary to the 
Committee, who has made. a. special study of 
the subject.” 
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8. “ 111 tlie year 1915 1 took up the Clovern- 
ment 8ilk l^^ilature, (■liennapatna, under my 
(*harge from Mr. (Sir) Alfred (Jhattcrtoii and 
sustained a great deal of loss in working it 
for about 2 years. Subsequently in J917 I 
started a Silk Twisting School which did very 
good work for four years, and Uovernment 
in their Proceedings Nos. 7362 — 3/A. & K. 
.')9 19 -12. dated the 9tli February, directed “the 
appreciation of (Jovernment may be conveyed 
to -Mr. .\lxlul Quddus for the perseverance 
with which he had continued his efforts to intro- 
duce Silk Twisting as one of the industries in 
the State and the results so far attained." 

9. “Ill 1918 1 olTered to (lovcrnnicnt an 
additional three acres of land, free of cost, 
and (Jovernmeut in their No. 3769, dated 6th 
November 19IS accepted the gift and ordered 
their thanks to be conveyed to me. 

10. “Our prayer is that the Sericultural 
Farm at Ohennapatna may be further deve- 
loped and enlarged, and in consonance with 
the wishes of the donors of the lands, the efforts 
of the Department may be concentrated on 
increasing the production of disease-free eggs 
for ilistribution, on reasonable terms, to the 
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large body of silkworm rearers requiring tliem. 
The price of silk has increased considerably 
and 1 beg to be parfloned for submitting to 
Government through you that it will be, from 
purely an economic- point of view, a folly of the 
greatest magnitude if this opportunity is neg- 
lected of improving Mysore Silk, both the 
output of the I’aw produce and the fineness of 
the texture of the reele<l silk. Mysore is spe- 
cially favoured by the Almighty in having 
facilities for Sericulture and it is the foremost 
duty of the Government and the people to 
improve it so as to make Mysore Silk unrivalled 
in the markets of India and to ejiable it to 
maintiiiu its fame and supremacy in competi- 
tion with tlie products of the other parts of the 
world. While, acknowledging the need of the 
Filature I wish to emphasize the fact that the 
production of the raw silk in larger quantities 
and of finer quality and the increase in the 
manufacture of disease-free eggs, are most 
essential and shouhl occupy the attention of 
Government more than they do at present. 

11. “It is a matter of great gratification 
to me that our Dewan Mr. Albion Rajkumar 
Banerji, m.a., i.o.s., c.i.e., c.s.i., has ahvays 
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evinced a personal solicitude in tlie develop- 
ment of indigenous industries, and wc can 
always depend on his active sympathy and 
able guidance. 

12. “T wish to take this opportunity of 
acknowledging the kind help 1 have received 
from tinre to time in my labours from Dewan 
Bahadui" K. P. Puttanna Chetty, Dr. (.'oleman 
and .Messrs. K. (handy, (J. S. Balasundaram 
Iyer. P. fh D ’Souza and N. Rama Rao. Both 
.Messrs. Appadurai Mudaliar and Lakslimana 
Bao of the Sericultural Department have al- 
ways exhibited keen interest in pushii\g on the 
work of the Farm. 

1 3. “ Xow it remains for me only to request 
you to be so good as to convey to His HighnSss 
the Maharaja 8aheb and ITis Highness the 
'Nhivaraja Baheb the sentiments of deep devotion 
and loyalty of the members of my family 
towafds the 'riirone of His Highness and His 
august personality and of the hereditary 
attachuient with which we regard thi.s pioneer 
industry of the State. 

14. “Tn conclusion I wish to tender to 
you as the representative of His Highness’ 
Oovernment and as one of the trusted 



136 


Councillors to His Highness, our sentiments of 
thankfulness and gratitude for the great honour 
you have conferred on us and on the towns- 
men of (M)cnnapatna by condescending to pre- 
side over tliis interesting function and to fix 
the Memorial Tablet in the (lovernment CJentral 
Silk Farm." 

The Reply. Mr. MirHumza Hussein SahiK 
replied as follows : - 

“Mr. AUDlMi QuDDUS ANI> (iRNTIiKMEN. 

It gives me great pleasure to take part in 
this function viz., that of commemorating by 
means of a Tablet the generosity displayed by 
the late lamented So wear Hyder Sab in pro- 
viding the land required for carrying on experi- 
ments for the development of the Sericultural 
hidustry and the great interest taken by the 
family in promoting this important industry. 
It is a matter for great regret that Mr. Hyder 
Sab has not been spared to be present on this 
memorable occasion. 1 have had the privilege 
of a long personal frieiidship with him extend- 
ing over several years. He worthily continued 
the traditions of liis family and maintained 
its position in the Silk industry by being the 
leading Silk merchant in the State. He was 
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noted for his business capacity au(i philantliro- 
py. He carried on Iris business not with the 
oi)ject merely of driving liard bargains but had 
a larger conception of his duties and was ready 
to help the persons engaged in the production 
of raw silk financially and in other ways. His 
mantle has fallen worthily on his son win), I 
feel confident, will sustain the tradition and 
reputation of the family and add to its lustre. 

“The a(^count whhdi has been given of the 
origin of the industry in the (fiiennapatna Taluk 
in the address, is very interesting and it is very 
fortunate that the family which gave the first 
impetus to it should be able to see 1 his industry 
gradually developing for three generations until 
at present it has be(;onie the most important 
industry in this Taluk. 

■■ ( {overmn'ent fully realize the importance of 
this industry and the great potentialities it 
possesses in providing subsidiary occupations 
to the people of the State and adding to their 
wealth and have therefore established a Special 
Department for its expansion and development 
on modern lines. 

“According to the latest Census, from 2,000 
to 3,000 persons in the State are engaged in 
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rearing sillcwonns, an equal number in reeling 
and a similar number in weaving silk cloths. 
It will thus be seen that nearly 10,000 persons 
in the State are (lepcndent directly on this 
industry in 8f)n\e form or other. Mr. Abdul 
Quddus estimates the value of silk produced 
in Mysore at about Ks. 50 to 00 lakhs. I be- 
lieve this is a.n under-estimate. The high price 
of silk together with the comparative freedom 
from disease in recent years has (‘f)nsiderably 
stimulated the production of silk and it the 
present rate of improvement continues the 
time when the value of raw silk produced in 
the State will be very nearly a crore of rupees 
cannot be far off. 

“The State possesses ceitain exceptional ad- 
vantages for the development ol Sericulture. 
Almost all parts of the Jlangalore. Mysore, 
Kolar and Tumkur Districts are suitable for 
this industry. There are also parts of the 
Kaflur and Ilassan Districts in which this in- 
dustry can be developed on a large scale, and I 
am glad to state that under the able guidance 
■of Mr. Rama Rao, who has thrown his heart 
and soul into the work, Mulberry cultivation 
has extended to parts where it was unknown 
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and is eagerly being taken up by agri( 5 ulturists. 
The area iinder iuull)erry has increased from 
1 7,425 acres in 191 (M 7 to 30,31 (> acres in 1920. 

“The main soim^e of loss in the Sericultural 
industry is the use of diseased seed, tlovern- 
nieiit have provided certain facilities for the 
supply of disease-free seed. From the harm 
at which we are assembled here to-day, 1,15,805 
layings were flistributed during the last official 
year, and between May and November 1922, 
the Fanu sold 0,50,638 cocoons for the pre- 
paration of seed. The Farm has been doing 
good work but it cannot meet the large and grow- 
ing demantl. 

“ In France, Italy, and Japan private grain- 
ages are found to be very profitable c.oncerns. 
As it is not. possible for (.loverument to meet 
all the requirements of the people for seed, 
attempts are being made to induce private 
capitalists to start such grainages and f anr 
glad to find that, an enterprising merchant 
at Nanjangud has taken up the work and 1 
msh liirn success in his venture. 

“The Sericultural industry is capable of great 
improvement. There are no proper rearing 
houses. The quantity of silk given by the Mysore 
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Silkworm is capable of Iwing increased by care- 
ful selection. 'I’he Japanese lixpcrt. in Mysore 
lias produced some very interesting results 
in this direction and also in hybridization. 
Another drawback in the industry is that reeling 
is conducted on primitive lines and the silk 
reelefl is wanting in uniformity and is so full 
of knots that it has no demand in foreign market. 
"Phe department has already taken steps to 
remove this defect and through the exertions 
of Mr. Hama llao, a filature has been set up at 
Mysore which has been doing very good work 
and which has already secured a foreign market 
for Mysore Silk. 

“Mr. Abdul Quddus has put forward an 
eloquent plea that the importance of Ohenna- 
patna as the main centre of Sericulture should 
l)e maintained. (Tovernment have done what 
all they (tould for the maintenance of its im- 
portance as is evident from the fact that they 
have established one of the most important 
farms in this place, but if Mr. Abdul Quddus 
has in his mind the establishment of a filature, 
that is a matter for private enterprise and 1 
hope that the Miujtan family which has been 
the pioneer of Silk Indastry in the State will 
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also give a lead in this direction and establish 
a filature at Chennapatna. 

“ In conclusion, 1 heartily thank Mr. Abdul 
Quddus for the opportunity lie has afforded me 
to meet you all. Before proceeding to lay 
the Tablet 1 wish all prosperity and happiness 
to the faiTiily of the late Sowcar hlyder Sab, 
and 1 wish also that this institution whicdi has 
been started on the land provided by them, 
may serve to give more and more impetus to 
the industry in this Taluk and in other parts 
of the State as well. 

A Notable Ceremony.- -On the same Sunday, 
the 16th April 1923, the members of the .Mustan 
family invited Sir Haji Ismail Sait Sahib to 
Chennapatna and on their behalf I read the 
following address : 

Sib, 

‘‘We, the niembera of tlie Mustan fiimily' 
beg to take this unicpie opportunity of eou- 
gratulating you on the dignity of K night hoixl 
conferred upon you by His Majesty, and ex- 
pressing our sincere pleasure on your winning 
so rare and coveted a distinction. What adds 
.greater zest to our rejoicings is, the fact that 
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you are a notable scion of the family which has 
been in relations of unbroken friendship with 
the Mustan family for over a century and a 
quarter. You are an example, so valuable to 
your struggling fellow -men - of one, who, born 
to moderate means, rises by dint of persistent 
and undaunted eftort,s to lieiglits of manly 
status wliich conimaml the admiration and 
homage of yonr fellow -count lyimm. h]ase, 
idleness ant! failure are so common in tliis world 
that the example of one like you vising by a 
proper use of your powers to public esteem 
and commercial leatlersliip, is like a light held 
forth to give courage and ambition to your 
less-favoured countrymen. 

2. “ Your success would not be quite so 

estimable perhaps were it not for t he remarkalde 
public spirit wliitih characterises your enter- 
prises and your munificent benefactions towards 
things wlucli aim at the happiness of t he j)eople 
at large. It is as much in appreciation of tins 
as[)ect of your gifted personality as in rc(;ogni- 
tion of your emineiU'C as a keen and sluewd 
and su(;ce.ssful business man that both His 
Highness the Maharaja and His Hajesty the 
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King-Emperor liave marked ycm out as a fit 
recipient of conspicuous distinctions. 

“Sir, we are aware tiuit bf'sides tlio troubles 
which beset a life of lofty commercial enterprise 
in general, you have had to face irrational and 
wanton opposition From those oF your own re- 
ligion ami even those near to you. Hut you 
have coJtie out oF tin* contlict an easy victor. 
Fidthful to your own convictions and sure of 
your own hojiesty oF [uirpose. you have u|)held 
them valiantly against odds, ami have establish- 
ed your right to puraue your lile in the light in 
which Clod has been ])leased to place you. 'I'he 
])!uck that you have evinced in this connection 
has evoked our unstinted admiration and Frank 
approval. 

“ We ought perhaps to notice heri! the univer- 
sality of your' popularity, how Hindus as well 
as Mohammadaus, rndians as well as llluropeans, 
vie with each other in the sincerity of their 
friendship For you. And we ought not also to 
omit the fact that yours is t he first instance in 
which the- (hjvennnent of India have conferred 
on a memler of the commercial community of 
the' State t he e.valted honour oF Kidghthood. 
Never before in the whole history of the Mysore 
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State has it fallen to the lot of a public business 
man to achieve this coveted distinction. And 
we are all so glad over it, and look upon it as 
something personal to ourselves. 

“ Sir, in conclusion, we have to express grati- 
H(!ation at your presence amidst us on this 
occasion and to thank you for your condes(!en- 
sion iu coming over to us. We wish you a 
further long lease of life and health and hope 
that you will reach (‘.ver more pros])erity and 
glory. 

Hlay Clod give you Peace, Tranciuility and 
Comfort.” 

Reply. -The following is a condensed sum- 
mary of Sir Ilaji Ismail Sait’s reply : 

“Mr. Humza Hussein, Members of the 
Mustan family and other fiiends, 

“ 1 am very liappy to res-eive this address 
from you on my elevation to Knighthood. It 
gives me immense pleasure to remember that 
the friendship between your family and my own 
has continued for so long as a century and a 
quarter. Our ancestors could scarcely have 
expected that sucli an occasion as this would 
arise andtliat you should entertain me so grandly. 
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As yoxi say in your address, inucii trouWe was 
given to me in the recent movements hy tiie 
people, hut it is a fact 1 can toll you that the 
f'riith always (.‘omes out successful and in the 
present instance, also, this has been jiroved so. 
AH that I gave in charity is a portion of my 
earnings to help my fellow-countrymen. 1 
work hard to earn bread for juysclf and my child- 
ren. If this has been the caitse of my elevation 
to Knighthood .and Fakhrtd-tujjdr . it sdiows 
how keen our Jtulers are in reciognizing our 
small gifts. 1 once more heartily thank Mr. 
Fayaz 1\1. Al)dul Quddus for all the troul)le he 
has taken to entertain me.” 

Appreciation of Sir Haji Ismail Sait. On t he 
I2th April 1923, Dewaii Bahadur K. P. Puttanna 
(lhett3% C.I.E., wrote to Mr. Mir Hiimzu 
Hussein Sahib.' the President, as foHow.s : •• 

“T regret my inability to he present at the 
fnnetions at t'liennapatna organized by Mr. 
Fayaz M. Abdul tiuddus for which f have 
received invitations. Sir Haji Ismail Sait is a 
representative of the -Mohmnnuvlau (tommunity 
who has achie.A-cd great distinction as the 
foremost of onr merchants and as a philanthro- 
pist who has given his money freely in charity 
10 . 
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of a public nature. Mr. Quddus is lionouring^ 
himself in showing honour to such a distin- 
guished public man. I have known the family 
of Mr. Abdul Quddus for several decades, my 
friendship dating back to my earlyRailway days. 
The late Mr. Sowcar Mustan Sahib was highly 
respected by Hindu and Mohaminadan com- 
munities alike and the town and taluk of 
Cliennapatna was very peaceful in his days. 
Thanks to liis steadying influence. 1 am glad 
to see that his nephew is walking in lus foot- 
steps and maintaining the honour of the family.” 

Sir M. Visvesvaraya wrote to me as follows 
on 1.3th April 192.3 (Biingalore) : ■ - 

“J thank you for your invitation to the func- 
tion in your house on Sunday the 15th April. 
Although to my regret I am unable to attend 
the function, 1 desire to associate myself in the 
closest manner wil li you and others who partici- 
pate in it in'waimly congratulating Sir Haji 
Ismail Sait on his elevation to Knighthood. He 
is a citizen of whom Mysore shoultl be proud.” 

Letters from Absent Friends. Mr. W. C. 
Rose, Alanager, Bank of Alysore, wrote to me 
as follow's : — 

“Aly wife and I desire to thank you for 
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your kind invitation to be present on the loth 
instant on the occasion of the installation of the 
Tablet in commemoration of the j?ift of the 
Mustan Family, but I much regret we cannot 
attend so interesting an event in the annals 
of your esteemed family. I hope the ceremony 
will be a complete success, and that you and 
the principal members of the family will ever 
strive to maintain that high standard of living 
which your forefathers were always noted for. 
With kind regards.” 

Mr. F. (1. I) ’Souza, Director of Industries 
and Commerce, wrote to me as follows : 

“My Dear Mr. Quodi's, 

I am extremely sorry that owing to certain 
unexpected engagements J have to deny myself 
the pleasure of coming to ('henna])at.na anil to 
attend the function. I need not tell you of the 
great interest I have in the indus.try and also 
the friendship that 1 enteitain towards your 
family. It is therefore a source of great regret 
to me that 1 am not able to be ])resent on thi« 
occasion and showing my appreciation of the 
help you rendered 'n the early stages in deve- 
loping this industry. 1 therefore feel parti- 
cularly sorry that I am not able to be present 
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in person when it is proposed to conimeni orate 
and show to you liow greatly I appreciate 
the pioneer service yon did witJi your father 
in the development of the industry. 

1 wish you every j)rosperity and happiness. ' 

Mr. Amin-ul-Mulk Mirza Mohammad Ismail 
Sahib.- On the l.Sth ilarch 1922, Mr. Aniin-ul- 
Mulk Mirza Mohammad Ismail Sahil) wrote to 
me as follows : 

"Allow mo to thajik you juost warmly for your 
very kind telegram congratulating me on my 
ap])ointment as Acting Ihivate Secretaiy to 
His Highness the Maharaja. 1 appreciate it 
very much. Thanking you very much for all 
your good wishes. ' 

!Mr. Mir>a again wrote to me on the 7th 
January as follow's:- 

“ Please accept my warmest thanks for 
you]' kind congiatulations on New Year honour. 
J appreciate them very much. 

With renewed thanks and best wishes." 

Presentation of an Address to His Highness 
the Yuvaraja. On the 2nd .June 15)23, on the 
occasion of Scout Hally at Chennapatna, I 
presented the following address to His Highness 
the Yuvaraja : — 
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‘‘Mav Jt Pleask Vour Highness. 

“AVe, the incinlKM‘.s of the ancient Alustan 
family, which established itself at C'heimapatna 
at the end of the IStli ceTiturv and whicli has, 
by the gra<e of Almighty, continued till to-day 
in unbroken succession, beg to accord V^our 
Highness most hearty welcome on the present 
occasion of Your Highness’ visit to ('hennupatna. 

“The Silk trade in which our family has 
been engaged for the past nearly 1.30 years 
shows, ne are glad to .stale, signs of healthy 
revival, after the serious set bark in the year 
1907 due to severe outbreak of IVbrine. 

■■ While voicing in yenoral the grateful senti- 
ments of the masses of the people in the various 
branches of Sericulture for the endeavours 
made by tlu' (Jovernment of His Highness 
the Alaharaja in recent years to improve Seri- 
culture we beg to be panloned for placing 
special emphasis on the importance of increasing 
largely the production of disease-free eggs for 
wide and systematic distribution among all 
the rearers of silkworms throughout the State. 

“ It gives us the greatest pleasure to tender 
to Your Highness our most humble and sincere 
felicitation on Your Highness’ recent recovery 
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from temporary indisposition and it is our 
fervent every-day prayer to Clod to maintain 
at all times in good health the members of the 
noble Mysore Royal Family. 

“We request Your Highness to be pleased 
to convey to Your Highness’ illustrious brother, 
our gracious Maharaja, the sentiments of deep 
loyalty and affectionate regard which we, the 
members of the ^lustan family, always enter- 
tain towards His Highness’ person and the 
historic Throne of Mysore. 

“In conclusion, we beg to state that one of 
us is closely connected with the local Bov 
Scout Organization as its President. We wish 
to subscribe the sum of Hs. 1 ,000 for the Fuml 
inaugurated under Your Highness’ distinguishe<l 
auspices and we beg that it may be accepted.’’ 

His Highness’ Reply.- Ills Highness in His 
reply referred to the abort* c.s follows : - 

“J, as Ohief Scout, have sent an appeal and 
feel sure that the response to it will be as spon- 
taneous and lilieral as the one now made by 
Mr. Abdul Quddus, a member of the ancient 
Mustan family of this place to whom our 
sincere thanks are due for this act of practical 
83 ntnpathy on his part.” 



CHAPTER IX. 


Loyalty to Government. 

Royal Visit. 1 was invited by the First 
Assistant to the Honourable the Resident on 
the occasion of the unveiling of Her Majesty tlie 
Queen’s Statue at 4-30 p.m. on tlie 5th February 
1{K)6 during the Royal Visit. 

The Jubilee in 1908.— The following letter 
No. G. 3375 Gnl. 163-08-21, dated 2nd October 
1908 from the Secretary to the Government 
of Mysore. General and Revenue Departments to 
the Deputy Conimissioner of Bangalore District, 
will beat testimony to the loyalty oJ; mv family 
to the British Government : — 

*‘Chennapatna Mohammadans fed the poor 
in honour of the Day and offered prayers for His 
Majesty and His Highness’ long life and pros- 
perity and Mosque illuminated.”- In forward- 
ing the telegram dated 3rd November 1908 
from Sowcar Mohammad Mustan Sahib of 
Chennapatna to the Honourable the Resident 
in Mysore, I am directed to request that you 
will be so good as to communicate to the Sowcar 
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the thanks of tlie Resident for the message 
and his appreciation of the loyal spirit in whi(!h 
the 50th anniversary of the assumption of the 
(lovernnient of India by the Crown was cele- 
brated by the Mohaminadan inhabitants of 
Cliennapatna. 

His Majesty the Late King Emperor. On 

the 12th May 1910 Major W. G. Grey, i.a.. 
First Assistant to the Resident in Mysore 
wrote as follows to Sowcar Mustan Bahib, 
Cliennapatna : — 

“ 1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt 
of your telegram dated the ^9th May 1910 and 
to express the siiu^ere thanks of the Resident 
for the expressions of sympathy and condo- 
lence which you have been good enough to 
convey on behalf of the Mussalman subjects 
of ('hennapatna upon the occasion of the la- 
mented death of His Late Majesty the King- 
Kmperor, and to assure you that the message 
wnll be transmitted to the proper quarter.’’ 

The New Mysore Treaty. On the 8th 
November 1913 the Private Secretary to the 
Dewan sent me the following telegram : 

“Dewan desires me to thank you for your 
telegram expressing satisfaction regarding the 
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New Treaty.** ^riie. al)ove telegram was con- 
finiiOAl hy the following letter No. 100{)~12, 
dated ^‘iud November 1913. and it will be 
read with interest : - 

“In continuation of my telegram to yon 
dated IStli November 1913. I am de.sired to 
say that His Tfighness* (Government appre- 
ciate the sentiments conveyed by you in your 
telegram about the New Treaty.’* 

Viceregal Visit in 1913. 1 feel bound to 
express my gratitude to the Honourable Sir 
H. Daly and Lady Daly for kindly inviting me 
to a (larden Party on 'I’hursday. the 20tli No- 
ven\ber 1913 to have the honour of meeting 
Their Kxcelleucies ijord and Lady Hardinge. 

On the 19th November 1913 at l()-.3() .V.M.> 
the Opening Ceremony of the New (Gates of the 
combined ija’dy Cur/on and Bowriug ('ivil Hos- 
pitals presented by Ali-. Ahmed Sait was per- 
formed by Her Kxcellency laidy Hardinge. 

The Resident Surgc'on was good enough 
to invite Sowcar Hyder Sahib on the occasion. 

Offer of Services. -On the 8th August 1914. 
when the (Great Kuropean War broke out, I 
offered by wire to His Excellency the Viceroy 
to place the personal services of the members of 
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my family and all other resources at the disposal 
of the British (Tovernment. 

The Private Secretary to His Plxcellency 
the Viceroy sent me the following wire on the 
9th August 1914 from Simla 

“His Excellency thanks you for your loyal 
message. ” 

On the 13th August 1914. Mr. I\ B. War- 
burton, I.C.S., First Assistant to the Ilesident 
in Mysore, wrote to mo as follows : 

“ 1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt 
of your telegram dated the Sth August 1914, 
offering your services to the British (lovern- 
ment in the present Avar and to coiivey the 
thanks of the Ilesident for the same.” 

Success of British Army. ( )n the 2.7th August 
1914, Mr. P. B. Warburton, i.c.s., Fimt Assist- 
ant to the Ilesident in Mysore, Avrote to me as 
folloAvs : 

“ 1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt 
of your telegram dated 2oth August 1914, and 
to convey the sincere tluinks of the Resident 
to the Mohamniadans of tihennapatna for otter- 
ing prayers for the success of the British Arms,” 
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The Private Secretary to His Excellency 
the Viceroy sent the following telegraphic mes- 
sage on 7th November 1914 from Delhi ; ■ 
“Please convey to the Mussalmans of Chen- 
napatna TTis Excellency's (tordial thanks for 
their loyal message. He greatly appreciates the 
whole-hearte<l manner in whif^h the Mussalmans 
of India show their attachment to the British 
Empire. ” 



CHAPTER X. 


Concluding Remarks. 

In conclusion, in my humble juclgjuent there 
is an immense and almost unlimited scc)pe for 
the development of all branches of the tSericul- 
tural Industry. Mysore is most fortunate in the 
existence of this imicpie resoun^e of wealth. 
ExceptingCashmere and Bengal there is no other 
part of India which is at present capable of 
producing the amount of Hilk which the Mysore 
tState produces. Now about 40,000 acres are 
under Mulberiy cultivation and the average 
total value of silk produced annually, taking bad 
and good years together, is not less than a crore 
of Rupees. The acreage under Mulberry can 
easily l)e almost doubled with proportionate in- 
crease in the amount realised by the sale of silk. 

I’here is an almost imlimited market for silk 
in India itself. In fact, a great deal of silk is 
annually imported into India from China and 
Japan. Owing, however, to the unsettled 
conditions of these two countries the quantity 
exported is liable to serious fluctuations with 
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the result that the price of the indigenous silk is 
steadily increasing. Therefore from a purely 
economic point of view the extension of sericul- 
ture is l)Ound to l)e rcnuinerative. 

The measures wliich may be adopted with 
great advantage to the State and the people. 
immediately are the following : — 

(rt) The distribution on a sufficiently large 
scale of disease-free eggs in all the Sericultural 
areas during the time in which they are required. 

(6) The microscopical examination of the 
eggs and the worms as samples during the .sea- 
son with a view to prevent the spread of pebrine 
and other epidemic diseases of the worms. 

(c) The disscJiiination of Sericultural kuow^- 
ledge in Kannada and Urdu among the village 
population by trained staff by means of bulle- 
tins, lectures anti lantern exhibitions. 

{d) The publication of the amount of har- 
vest of every crop either by the llevenue De- 
partment or by the Sericulttiral Department, 
so that the ryots and meichants may be able to 
compare anti profit by t he variations in the 
figures. 

(c) Steady efforts by the departmental staff 
to remove defects in the existing system of 
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reeling silk, twisting it, classifying it into sever- 
al grades and in putting it at the market in a 
more satisfactory condition. 

(/) The introduction of small reeling ma- 
chines at a moderate cost so as to suit the means 
of small capitalists. 

(g) The setting up of a model silk factory 
in a central place by the State mainly for the 
purpose of demonstration and training students 
and ryots who have an aptitude for the work, 
on almost self-supporting basis with distinct 
branches for proving the commercial side of 
Sericulture apart from the incidental additional 
outlay involved in training \vorkmen and 
students for their own benefit. 







